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What’s a Christian to do? 
Do not put your trust in princes, 

in mortals, in whom there is no help. 
When their breath departs, they return to 

the earth; 
on that very day their plans perish. 

Psalm 146:3-4 
 

I will lead the blind by a road they do not 
know, by paths they have not known I will 
guide them. I will turn the darkness before 
them into light, the rough places into level 
ground. These are the things I will do, and I 

will not forsake them. 
Isaiah 42:16 

 

By any measure, whatever your political 
persuasion, the first two years of President 
Donald Trump’s presidency have been 
tumultuous. Some will say the 
Administration has made good on its 
campaign promises. Others see in the 
same actions signs of a long and rough 
road to 2020. What is undeniable is that 
Americans remain deeply divided about 
the state of the Union. 
 

Since we are all citizens, as well as 
Christians, what emanates from 
Washington and other capitals has an 
effect on us. Actions and words touch us as 
political and social “actors,” as well as 
people of faith. The separation of church 
and state doesn’t extend to the personal 
level – we cannot wall off what we hear 
and see in the world around us from our 
deep beliefs and faithful struggles. 
 

So, in the present circumstances, what’s a 
Christian to do? It goes without saying we 
should pray. Pray in the manner of Jesus’ 

most fervent, private prayers that God 
would illuminate a dark and uncertain 
road. Even pray that God would smooth 
out that road against all our expectations. 
 

We also can turn to what Christians profess 
is an inexhaustible source of wisdom, the 
Scriptures. The Bible is pretty consistent in 
pointing out the limitations of human 
power. That’s the sense of the first 
quotation above, from the Psalms. It is 
truly a nonpartisan quote, applicable 
equally to Democrats and Republicans, 
and others in positions of power.  
 

As I write this article, the controversy 
roiling the nation continues to be about 
refugees and immigrants. Of the many 
things that can be said about this issue, 
one of the truest is that the present debate 
has its origins in the recent past. In other 
words, decisions and choices of previous 
Administrations are shaping what is 
unfolding now. One of the reasons for the 
Bible’s skepticism about human wisdom is 
our chronic inability to grasp the “big 
picture,” to acknowledge that the world is 
a complex place where sometimes the 
choice is not between right and wrong, but 
between two or more bad options. We are 
a fallen people living in a fallen world and 
the evidence of that is all around us. 
  

Which is why we are heartened and 
encouraged by the equally consistent 
witness of Scripture found in the second 
quotation, from Isaiah, which affirms that 
ultimately God will offer a way through the 
wilderness, deliverance as reward for 
faithfulness. Penultimately – which is 

where we are now – we must rely on the 
instruments at hand: prayer, Scripture, and 
one more thing. 
 

That one more thing is a determined, 
maybe even unnatural, effort to stop living 
in bubbles, receiving and believing only 
things that agree with our predetermined 
biases and experience. The growing 
phenomenon, and insidiousness, of 
distorted information has been highlighted 
by revelations about news manipulation, 
including sources we trusted as neutral 
providers, such as Facebook and Google.  
 

But my column is not about social media. It 
is about how we might live faithfully, 
hopefully, and “Christianly” in the days, 
weeks, and months ahead, come what 
may. Its core message is given below: 
“Trust in the Lord and do good.” It is about 
confidence in ultimate goodness, even in 
penultimate times: 
 

Do not fret because of the wicked; 
or be envious of those who do wrong; 
for like the grass they will soon wither, 

like green plants they will soon die away. 
 

Trust in the Lord and do good; 
dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 

Take delight in the Lord, 
and he will give you the desires of your 

heart. 
Psalm 37:1-4 
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Sharing Love, 
Building 

Friendship 
 

The Board of Deacons cordially 
invite all members and friends to 
a Celebration Coffee Hour on 
Sunday, February 10 
immediately following worship in 
the Houghton Library.  
 

What are we celebrating?  
 Jesus’ love for each one of us  

 Sharing that love with one 
another  

 Building old and new 
friendships  

 Building a stronger faith 
community  

 The ministry of Rev. Dr. Ken 
Hughes  

 New life and ministry in our 
church and congregation  

 

PLEASE JOIN US!  
January Adult Forum 

Sunday, January 27  
12:15—1:15 PM  

in the Houghton Library  
Topic: Family Promise of WNY  

Speaker: Luanne Firestone,  
Executive Director  

February Adult Forum details will be 
announced at a later date. 

Souper Bowl 
of Caring 

On Sunday, February 3, you will 
have a chance to share in fellowship 
after the annual meeting and 
support our Lyon Food Pantry at the 
same time! The Souper Bowl of 
Caring raises funds and supplies for 
local charities and we can help stock 
our own pantry by bringing canned 
or dry goods or monetary donations 
to this meal.  
 

If you aren’t able to stay to share 
some of the delicious home cooked 
soups, you may still take part by 
donating foods or funds as you leave 
worship.  
 

Join the Church Life Committee on 
Sunday, February 3 in Historical Hall 
for a time of fellowship and helping 
to feed others! 

Book Group 
Gatherings 

 

Thursday, January 24 
6:00 PM 

“The Japanese Lover”  
by Isabel Allende 

 
 

Thursday, February 28 
6:00 PM 

“Eleanor Oliphant is  
Completely Fine”  

by Gail Honeyman 

Ethics in the 
Workplace 

 

How are ethics where you work (or 
worked)? It's a rare week that goes by 
without headline news of some 
organization or employee(s) behaving 
badly. As we turn to a new year, the 
time is ripe for reflection on our own 
ethics in the workplace.  
 

Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes and Rev. Dr. 
Tom Yorty will co-lead this new joint 
class for the congregations of 
Westminster and First Presbyterian 
churches that will launch February 5.  
 

The class is inspired by a recently 
published book, "Jesus & Co.," written 
by Bruce Hartman, a former executive 
with FootLocker.   
 

The first class is scheduled for the first 
week in February. Contact Ken 
Hughes for more information. 
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Rev. Jack Smiley in 2003 

“Trigger” 
 

Hunting, target practice, self-
protection, gun collections are some 
of the many legal, safe and 
acceptable uses of guns. Murder, 
mass shootings, suicides, terror are 
some of the ways guns can be used to 
destroy families, inhibit freedom of 
movement and attack our social 
fabric.  
 

How do we balance rights of gun 
ownership versus public safety? How 
do we weigh the protections of the 
Second Amendment versus the 
public's right to safety?  
 

Join us Tuesday, February 5 at 7:00 
to 8:30 PM for an open discussion of 
guns and their role in a free society. 
The discussion will be proceeded by a 
brief video, "Trigger," produced by 
the Presbyterian Church, USA. The 
event is hosted by the Social 
Transformation Committee.  

Friends of Night 
People 

 

Join us on Wednesday, January 30 at 
4:30 PM to serve meals to the hungry 
at Friends of Night People (corner of 
Wadsworth and Hudson). Wear First 
Church gear if you have it!  

Thank You! 
 

The Deacons want to thank everyone 
who donated so generously to our 
winter hat, sock and mitten drive. On 
Dec. 19, Deacons Mary Field and Lou 
Ann Luther Riegle delivered the items 
for men to the Buffalo City Mission. 
Articles for women and children were 
taken to Cornerstone Manor. Items 
also went to Elder Jose Gomez for his 
ministry with persons recovering from 
addiction. Donations are still welcome 
and will be given to Friends of the 
Night People. Thanks to all! 

Smiley Mission 
Fund for the Poor 

 

The December fundraiser of First 
Church Christmas ornaments and 
coffee mugs raised $260 for the Smiley 
Fund, named in honor of our Pastor 
Emeritus Jack Smiley. 
 

This fund helps people in need at the 
pastor’s discretion. Previous uses 
include helping a widow bury her 
husband, purchasing a bed for a person 
who’d been sleeping on the floor, and 
countless similar instances. This fund’s 
balance is in need of replenishment. 
Please consider making a donation 
today. Thank you! 

"My ideal for this institution has always been that of the good Samaritan. 
Anyone in the neighborhood has been allowed to use Welcome hall for any 
purpose not contrary to the law of the land. We never asked the people to 
sacrifice any of their own beliefs. We never did any proselytizing. Thus 
have men, women and children of many different races and religions—
Arabs, Jews, Catholics, Mohammedans—met and mingled at Welcome 
hall as members of a common humanity, realizing in some degree, if I 
unconsciously, that democracy of the spirit, which is revealed, not in 
outward and visible forms, but in toleration and goodwill.” 

 — Dr. McLennon, Welcome Hall  Director 
Published in the Buffalo Evening News 2/15/1932 

Welcome Hall, a mission of First Church circa 
1897-1932. It was located at 404 Seneca St. 
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Noehren Organ Repairs 
by Dr. David Bond 

 

The repairs to the switching system in the Noehren 
Organ continue to move along at a seemingly snail’s 
pace. I’ve completed a bit over half of the wiring – 
about 55 hours. I expect to do another 35-40. My goal 
is to have the instrument functional by the end of 
January. The wiring is done with color-coded 
telephone cable. In total, I will have disconnected and 
reconnected 4,348 wires! Feel free to come look if you 
want although it’s much tidier than it was! 

Welcoming a New Tenant 
 

Friends of Harmony is a premier male cappella singing 
organization in Western New York. Their award-winning 
chapter is comprised of men of all ages who love to sing 
music in the barbershop style. And they now hold their 
rehearsals in our sanctuary each Tuesday from 7:30-9:30 
PM. We look forward to getting to know our new 
tenants, and even possibly future performances at 
church! 

The following actions were taken by Session at its December meeting and the Congregation at its meeting on 
January 6.  
 Approved the sale of First Church ornaments and mugs for $10.00 each to benefit the Smiley Fund. 
 Scheduled a congregational meeting for the purpose of approving the manse sale on January 6, 2019. 
 Approved a 3% cost of living adjustment for staff. 
 Agreed to serve communion at the Christmas Eve service. 
 Agreed to hold the Annual Meeting of the Congregation and the Annual Meeting of the Corporation on 

February 3, 2019. 
 In accordance with the Book of Order, the congregation of First Presbyterian Church approved the sale of the 

church manse to Christina Banas for $125,000. 

Clerk’s Corner By Janet Hill 

A small 
segment of 

wiring for the 
Noehren Organ 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 
AND CORPORATION of the First Presbyterian 
Society of the Town of Buffalo will take place 
Sunday, February 3, 2019 immediately following 
worship in the Sanctuary. The purpose of the 
meeting is to receive reports of the staff, boards, 
committees and organizations of the Church; to 
elect a church Nominating Committee, to receive 
the Session’s budget for the year 2019; and to 
transact such other business as may properly come 
before the meeting.  
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Naming of the Old Library 
 

Thank you to everyone who submitted recommendations for names for the reclaimed 
former library space on the second floor of the Wadsworth Street side of the building. 
Session decided to name the room on honor of our first Clerk of Session, and the man 
who saved our 1812 minutes book from the Burning of Buffalo by taking them on 
horseback to Batavia in a pillowcase. Learn more about Amos Callender below. 
 

Deacon Amos Callender arrived in Buffalo from his native Milton, Vermont in 1807 or 1808. 
He possessed a superior education for the time, though was not a college graduate. He 
worked as a bookkeeper, teacher, Deputy Postmaster, and Surrogate of the County. The 
causes of education and religion were important to him, and some say he was responsible 
for sustaining schools and worship in early Buffalo. 
 

The first gathering for worship after the War of 1812 was held in his home. He is described 
as “a man of great firmness and equanimity of temper, of the most inflexible integrity, ever 
ready to perform any duty, always wise, discreet, and charitable towards the feelings and 
infirmities of others, Buffalo had no more useful citizen than Deacon Amos Callender.” 

 

Deacon Callender was the first Clerk of Session and served as ruling elder at First Church until his removal to Black Rock in 
1840. Ultimately he removed himself to Central Presbyterian Church* and remained a ruling elder until his death in 1859. He 
was married three times and had six daughters. Two were well known Buffalo residents Mrs. Wm. Ketchum and Mrs. Willcox. 
 

“It may be truly said that Deacon Callender led an active useful life. Few men have had the opportunity of doing so much good 
by active labor, by precept and by example. His memory will be cherished with esteem and gratitude by all who knew him and 
could appreciate a truly good and upright man.” 
 

Source: Authentic and Comprehensive History of Buffalo by William Ketchum (1864) 
*First and Central Presbyterian Churches consolidated in 2008 

When the Parish Hall addition to the church campus opened in February 1926 it 
held a prominent place in the news. Enjoy this quote from a 1/31/1926 Buffalo 
Sunday Express article: 
“Impressive in its purport and promise, picturesque and noteworthy because of its 
background and historic setting, the formal opening and dedication of the new 
parish house of the First Presbyterian Church the week of February 7 is an event of 
great significance in the city’s history. That it was just exactly 114 years ago on 
February 2, 1812, to be exact, that the first church, for such it literally is, became a 
factor in Buffalo's life is something many folk in the city today do not know; and it 
is a thing to marvel at that the church’s life has been continuous, unceasing and 
always on the upward trend from that far away day to the present.” 
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Calendar 
Highlights 

 

Sunday, January 27 

 Baptism of Ida Gaerte 

 Adult Forum: Family  

 Promise of WNY 

Wednesday, January 30 

 Serve dinner at Friends of  

 Night People 

Saturday, February 2 

 207th Birthday of First  

 Church! 

Sunday, February 3 

 Annual Meeting 

 Souper Bowl of Caring 

Tuesday, February 5 

 “Trigger”  viewing and  

 open discussion 

 “Ethics in the Workplace”  

 Class 1 

Sunday, February 10 

 Sharing Love, Building  

 Friendship coffee hour 

Worship 
Livestreaming 

 

Can’t make it to church? Going to be 
out of town? You can still “worship” 
with your First Church family via the 
Internet! Log onto our website at 
www.firstchurchbuffalo.org to view the 
service live each Sunday at 11:00 AM, or 
view the archives of previous services.  
 
 
 

Annual Report & 
Church Directory 

The 2018 Annual Report and 2019 
Church Directory will be available on 
Sunday, January 27. To have a copy 
emailed or mailed to you, please 
contact the Church Office. 
 
 
 

Are you on our  
email list? 

Each week an informational “First 
Things First…” email from the Church 
Office and worship–specific note from 
Rev. Ken are emailed to the 
congregation. Are you on our mailing 
list? Contact the Church Office to 
subscribe. 
 
 
+ 
 

Coffee Hour Squad 

Sign up in the Narthex to bring 
homemade or store-bought treats for 
fellowship time after church on 
Sundays. Pastries, cookies, casseroles, 
quiche, cakes, pies, fruit salad all sound 
delicious and would be enjoyed by 
many. There is also the option of 
financially sponsoring a coffee hour. To 
coordinate, speak to Elder Jean Hess. 
 
 
 

Fruitcake Sale 

The last of the Women’s Associations 
delicious Claxton Fruitcakes are 
available for the bargain price of $5.00 
each. Get them in the Narthex after 
worship while supplies last! 
 
 
 
 

Liturgists Wanted 

Would you like to participate in worship 
from time to time by serving as 
liturgist? This speaking part usually 
involves the call to worship and several 
other prayers up to and including the 
first reading. A script is provided. If this 
ministry is calling you, speak to Rev. 
Ken to volunteer. 
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The Bell Choir performing on Epiphany Sunday. Current Bell Choir members are: 
Pat Harmon, Director 

Ringers: Mark Armesto, David Bond, Andrew Gaerte, Sam Gaerte, Jean Hess, Tim Hess, Don Houck, Dora Rankin, 
Jacob Santos, Phil Sims, Eli Van Brunt, Kailee Van Brunt,  Denis Wettlaufer 

The cover header is a portion of this original 1940’s 
wintertime sketch by H. G. Durston. 

Congratulations to Elder Lucas Lloyd who became 
engaged to his fiancée Connie Foster over the holidays! 
Wedding plans are in the works! We celebrate this 
wonderful couple and hold their joy in prayer. 

 

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

Longtime member John Burgess has moved from Mary 
Agnes Manor to HighPointe on Michigan. Several 
visitors have seen John and report that he is in good 
spirits! 

 

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

The Lyon Food pantry was the recipient of a grant for 
$1,000 from the Buffalo AIDS Plus Fund of WNY (APF) 
on January 12th. APF operates both “Gay Bingo” and 
The Serendipity Shoppe located in the church 
basement. This grant will help feed people at risk for 
HIV/AIDS, and we are so grateful! 
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First Presbyterian Church 
One Symphony Circle, Buffalo, NY 14201-1213 

(across from Kleinhans) 
 

Phone: (716) 884-7250 Fax: (716) 884-7253 
www.firstchurchbuffalo.org  

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 

Twitter: @1stChurchBflo 
Facebook.com/1stChurchBuffalo 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of metropolitan Buffalo together to follow  
Jesus Christ through worshiping God, fostering spiritual growth and serving the community.  

First Church Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes, Pastor 
 RevKen@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 13 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D. 
Parish Associate for Community Outreach
 JohnRLong17@verizon.net 
 

The Reverend Jack Smiley, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 17 
 

Christina Banas, Business Manager 
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 11 
 

Rama Salim, Security Coordinator 
 RSalim@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 12 
 

Church Office, extension 10 

First Presbyterian Church Officers 
 Board of Deacons  

by Class and Term 
 

Class of 2019 
Gifty Koramoah (2) 

June McGrath (1) 
Denis Wettlaufer (1) 

 

Class of 2020 
India Asplundh (1) 
Barry Farmer (1) 

Madeline Mason-Brandon (2) 
Suzanne Pilon (1) 

Lou Ann Luther Riegle (2) 
 

Class of 2021 
Mary Field (2) 
Jim McKeel (1) 

Sheila Miller (2) 
Shannon Rogers (1) 

Session and Trustees  
by Class and Term 

 
Class of 2019 

Mark Armesto (1) 
Don Houck (1) 
Liz Kamke (1) 

Maria Oakley (2) 
 

Class of 2020 
Lucas Lloyd (2) 

Janet Hill (1) Clerk 
Henry Porter (2) 
Sue Snyder (2) 

 

Class of 2021 
John Darby (2)  
José Gomez (1) 

Jean Hess (1) 
Tina Osei (1) 

 

Sunday Schedule 
11:00 AM Worship in the Sanctuary 
11:15 AM Children’s Sunday school 
12:00 PM Fellowship time  

Officers of the Corporation 
Michael Henry, President 

Rebecca Whipple, Vice President 
Mark Armesto, Treasurer 

Janet Hill, Secretary 

Church Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
 

Staff meetings are held each  
Wednesday from 10:00 to 11:30 AM 


