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TWO SEASONS IN ONE MONTH 

For all the hoopla that bursts forth 
in the coming weeks, December is 
still made up of two seasons—the 
celebratory one, of course, but also 
one that is more restrained. The 
opening weeks of December are 
not focused on the bright lights and 
exuberance of Christmas, but on a 
farther horizon, which we call 
Advent.  
  
Advent shifts our attention to the 
great work God has yet to do in our 
lives and in creation. This season is 
entirely consistent with Jesus' own 
instructions to his disciples. Jesus 
repeatedly directs his disciples' 
attention to the future. Because, 
Jesus says, on the other side of 
current darkness is a dawn beyond 
imagining (see Mark 13:1-37, 
Matthew 24:1-36, Luke 21:1-36). 
  
I pray your Advent and Christmas 
meditations will be enriched by my 
family’s favorite poem of the 
season—"Advent." These words 
capture the dual focus of 
December, but still manage to 
center our attention on its core, 
Jesus Christ: 
 

They watch for Christ 
who are sensitive, eager, 

apprehensive in mind, 
who are awake, alive, quick-sighted, 

zealous in honoring him, 
who look for him in all that happens, 

and  
who would not be surprised, 

who would not be over-agitated or 
overwhelmed, 

if they found that he was coming at 
once. 

  
This then is to watch: 

to be detached from what is present, 
and 

to live in what is unseen; 
to live in the thought of Christ as he 

came once, 
 and as he will come again; 

to desire his second coming, from our 
affectionate 

and grateful remembrance of his 
first. 

 
—John Henry Newman,  

19th century Anglican and  
Roman Catholic clergyman and writer 

By Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes 

Advent 2018 

Calendar 

Highlights 

 

December 2 

 Hanging of the Greens 

 Congregational meeting 

December 9 

 Dickens Celebration 

 Advent wreath crafts 

December 16 

 Advent crafts  

December 19 

 Blue Christmas service 

December 23 

 Poinsettias 

 Christmas pageant 

 Bring your best Christmas 
 cookies 

December 24 

 7:00 PM Lessons and  

 Carols 
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FEELING OUT OF SYNC WITH THE HOLIDAYS? 

 

STRUGGLING WITH A LOSS OR SORROW? 
 

NEED A TIME FOR QUIET REFLECTION? 
 

Join us for...        

                 

BLUE CHRISTMAS 
A Service of Remembrance and Hope 

 
Not everyone is excited and cheery for the Christmas holidays.   

Many of us are dealing with death, separation, addictions, health 
concerns and any number of human situations that make the 

holidays a time of mixed emotions and challenge.  Join us for this 
Blue Christmas service near the darkest day of the year to 

remember, to pray and to gather in hope.   

All are welcome.  

                 WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19 
6:30PM 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1 SYMPHONY CIRCLE 

(Across from Kleinhans) 
716-884-7250   www.firstchurchbuffalo.org 
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Something new! 

Each Sunday a “bookmark” like this is produced. It’s a 
great conversation starter for visitors, or an 
opportunity to invite a friend to church, or something 
to post on the refrigerator. Be sure to get one each 
Sunday! 

Use this handy grocery list  
to shop for the  

Lyon Food Pantry! 
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Christian Education News 

 
We currently have teachers for every level. Now, we are 
looking for students to enjoy our informative and fun lessons. 
Parents, please make the effort to bring your children to 
church and Sunday school regularly. Are classes are filled with 
music, Bible reading and crafts.  
 
CE is hosting Advent events after church during Advent and 
on Epiphany Sunday. Plan on joining us in the chapel for 
intergenerational crafts.  
 
December 2 
Help finish decorating the sanctuary and chapel. We need 
eager hands to make the work go quickly and easily. Can you 
hang ornaments? Tie Bows? Know when things are centered? 
All are welcome, a light lunch will be provided.  
 
December 9 
Fresh Advent wreaths to make and take. Fresh greens and 
bright candles,  artfully arranged by you! This event was 
brought back by popular demand. We encourage you to use 
your wreath for daily reflection and readings.  
 
December 16 
A special craft to come. Will it warm your home, spread 
Holiday cheers, create a gift for a special person? Come and 
join us to find out.  
 
January 6 
A craft to help tell the story of the three kings. Let's make 
crowns, figures and drawings to help tell the tale and 
celebrate the last day of the Christmas season.  
 
 

Calling all Shepherds, Animals, Angels, Stars and Wise Men. 
Our Christmas play on December 23 will tell the traditional 
story. Please be at church at 10:30 am this day to get into a 
costume. We will be joined by the children from the African 
Mennonite Church for the play and Sunday School.  
 

Worship and Music News 

 
Our worship team is planning on a number of special worship 
services in the near future.  
 
December 2 
"Make this Place Glad"! Our service will focus on the meaning 
of the  decorations in the Sanctuary for Advent and Christmas. 
We will decorate, sing and listen to the stories of our faith. 
This will be a Communion Sunday. Stay after worship to help 
finish decorating the church.  
 
December 19 
"Blue Christmas" a service of quiet to reflection to remember 
loved ones, heal  and rest. Details in the flyer in this newsletter 
on page 3. Please share the flyer with  those you know in need 
of solace during the holidays.   
 
December 24 
Christmas Eve service at 7:00 pm. Join us for lessons and 
carols to herald the arrival of our new-born King! Invite a 
family member or friend to join you.   
 
January 6 
"Jesus Came for All People" Three wise men of different lands 
and faiths seek the Christ Child. Our service will tell their story 
and the light Jesus brings to the world. This will also be a 
Communion Sunday. 
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Advent Devotionals 

Devotionals for daily prayer and reflection during the four weeks of 
Advent are available in the Narthex and Church Office. Based on 
Mary’s Song of Praise and published by Presbyterians Today, this 
devotional features beautiful artwork and inspiring texts. To have a 
copy mailed to you, call the Church Office at 884-7250, x 11. 

NOEHREN ORGAN NEWS 

by Dr. David Bond 
 
The tower was struck by lightning early 
in September. While there was no 
structural damage to the building, the 
power surge destroyed the electronic 
switching system in the Noehren Organ. 
 
Because of the size and uniqueness of 
the instrument, it has taken a while to 
design a new system and get the 
estimate to the insurance company. The 
claim was approved last month 
 
As of Tuesday, November 27, none of 
the organ is functional. The good news 
is that the manufacturer of the new 
switching system assures me that it will 
ship to the church on December 3rd.  
 
Due to having to connect several 
thousand wires to the new system, 
there may be several Sundays during 
Advent when it will be totally non-
functional. I hope to have the entire 
instrument playing for Christmas. 
There’s really more to an organ than 
meets the eye so if anyone wants to see 
it in process, let me know and I’ll be 
happy to show it to you. Thanks for your 
patience.  

Hanging of the greens 

Join us for a hanging of the greens service as we make this place glad 
for Advent and Christmas. Brief reflections, passages from Isaiah and 
hymn stanzas accompany the hanging of various types of 
decorations, emphasizing the meaning of the colors associated with 
the season. Rejoice and be glad as the church becomes more festive 
and the celebration of our Savior’s birth nears.  
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FRUITCAKES 
Famous Claxton fruitcakes for sale! 

Women’s Association is selling them 
for $8.00 in the Narthex before and 

after church, and in the office during 
the week. 

Close up of the lightbulbs in the Tiffany  
chandeliers in the sanctuary 
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News in the Family 
 

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 
 

Thank you for all the special attention, soup, 
the prayer shawl, cards, and kind thoughts 
and prayers during my recent illness. 

June McGrath 
 

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

With sadness we share that longtime member  
Pat Brown died last month. There was a 
private burial at Forest Lawn Cemetery, and a 
Service of Remembrance organized by the 
congregation on November 18 led by Rev. 
Ken and Rev. Geri Lyon. We offer our deepest 
sympathies to Pat’s family and friends. 

 

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 Prayer Shawl Group 

Special thanks to Sis Holland for making this 
banner. It was blessed during worship and mailed 
with a personal letter from Ken to the Rabbi at 
Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
A meeting of the Congregation of the First 
Presbyterian Society of the Town of Buffalo is 
called for Sunday, December 2 immediately 
following worship in the Sanctuary. The 
purpose of the meeting is to receive, consider, 
and vote on the Nominating Committee’s 
recommendation of two Elders to Session, 
and to hear an Active Shooter Emergency 
Operation Plan. 
 

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

Congratulations to Harbour Grace Whipple who was 
baptized on November 25. 
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Over the past few months, the following actions were 
taken by Session and by the congregation. 
 Approved the creation of a fund for the development and 

implementation of a long-term strategy for First Church.  
The strategy fund would allow for expenditures of up to 
$50,000 in 2018.  The fund would be made up of 
allotments from the Central Endowment under the 
guidance of First Church Trustees and Session, and the 
church investments manager. 

 Approved joint worship with Lafayette Presbyterian 
Church with alternating hosts on the following occasions:  
On the Saturday prior to the Buffalo Marathon (normally 
held on the Sunday of Memorial Day weekend), when 
First Church will join Lafayette for an evening worship 
service and fellowship event.  A reciprocal worship 
service would be held at First Church on the Sunday of 
the Elmwood Village Festival, the last weekend in 
August. 

 Sent a letter to PC(USA) and our commissioners to 
General Assembly that First Church is in agreement with 
the Presbytery of Newcastle, Delaware in their overture 
concerning gun violence. 

 Elected as ruling Elders serving in the Session Class of 
2021:  Jean Hess, Tina Osei, John Darby, and Jose 
Gomez. 

 Elected as Deacons serving in the Class of 2021:  Mary 
Field, Sheila Miller, Shannon Rogers, and Jim McKeel. 

 Approved the request from Explore Buffalo to serve wine 
and beer at events in the chapel on Saturday, November 
1 at 3:00 P.M. and Thursday, December 6 at 6:00 P.M. 

 Approved CMO’s request to hold a chicken barbeque, the 
proceeds of which will benefit Pilgrim-St. Luke’s 
construction project. 

 Authorized David Bond to send a termination notice to 
716 Ministries at his discretion if satisfied with alternative 
service. 

 Approved the proposed revisions of the corporate by-
laws dissolving the Board of Trustees, creating a 
unicameral Session of the First Presbyterian Society of 
the Town of Buffalo. 

 Elected as officers of the Corporation Mike Henry as 
President, Rebecca Whipple as Vice-President, Mark 
Armesto as Treasurer, and Janet Hill as Secretary. 

 Accepted the draft term of the sale of 176 College as 
proposed, subject to a First Presbyterian Church legal 
review of the conditions of the sale and proceeding with 
the terms in an “as is, where is” condition. 

 
 
 
 

 Approved the wedding of Eleanor Kamke, former 
member and daughter of active member Liz Kamke, and 
Robert Wallen in the sanctuary on August 10, 2018 at 
4:00 P.M. officiated by Rev. Jesse Larson. 

 Authorized Christina Banas to proceed with plans to host 
First Fridays with a budget of up to $500 for each event. 

 Approved Lauren Hill to carry out the grassroots initiative 
proposal of issuing grants of up to $500 to support 
community groups as described in her presentation to 
the church. 

 Approved Don Houck to carry to completion his proposal 
on public forums. 

 Approved the request from the Women’s Junior League 
of Buffalo to use the sanctuary on September 18 for a 
meeting of the organization’s centennial year, and the 
request from Citizens for Regional Transit to use the 
sanctuary for a meeting on October 16. 

 Approved the request from Paul Kaison and Katie Fetter 
(nonmembers) to rent the sanctuary for their wedding in 
October 2019. 

 Approved the baptism of Miles Davock Wettlaufer and 
Leila Claire Wettlaufer, children of Kim and Carolyn 
Wettlaufer and grandchildren of Emily Wettlaufer (active 
member) on Sunday, October 21. 

 Approved the baptism of Harbour Grace Whipple, 
daughter of Rebecca and Nolan Whipple (active 
members) on Sunday, November 25. 

 Approved the request for a Letter of Transfer from Jackie 
Addo (active member) to First Presbyterian Church of El 
Cajon. 

 Agreed to advise Christina Banas to further investigate 
parking lot security on weekends and move to a rotating 
basis as opposed to seven hours, two nights a week. 

 Gave blanket permission to the Corporate Board to 
authorize Chuck Kreiner to move funds as warranted. 

 Agreed to initiate a title search and a survey of the manse 
when appropriate.  

 Approved the request by Candy Darby to hold classes in 
the chapel beginning in January. 

 Granted permission to Church Life to collect monetary 
and food donations for the food pantry during the Souper 
Bowl for Caring on February 3. 

 Approved Elizabeth Kamke and Mark Armesto as Elder-
candidates to fill unexpired terms in the Class of 2019. 

 Scheduled a special congregational meeting on Sunday, 
December 2 to elect Elders to complete unexpired terms 
in the Class of 2019 and to hear an Active Shooter 
Emergency Operation Plan. 

 Approved that Rev. Geri Lyon participate in the memorial 
service for Pat Brown on November 18. 

CLERK’S CORNER By Janet Hill 
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Again this Christmas season, we will decorate the chancel 
with poinsettias, beginning Sunday, December 23. To 
purchase a poinsettia honoring the memory of a loved one 
or celebrating someone special, please complete this form. 
The cost is $8.00 per plant. Orders can be placed in the 
offering plate or left in Christina Banas’s mailbox in the 
church office. 
 

Checks should be made payable to First Presbyterian 
Church with "poinsettias" indicated on the check. 
Reservations can also be made by calling the church office 
at 884-7250, x 11 and mailing your check. 

 

Dedications will be printed in the bulletin on December 23rd and Christmas Eve. If you would 
like your dedication to be anonymous, please indicate below. 
 

 
 

Today’s date:       
 
Your Name:             
 
Number of plants:            
 
Name of person(s) memorializing/celebrating:        
 
              
 
Special wording:            
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
I would like my dedication to be anonymous:  YES     NO   (Please circle one) 
 
I will be taking my plant(s) home on Christmas Eve:  YES    NO  (Please circle one) 
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First Presbyterian Church 
One Symphony Circle, Buffalo, NY 14201-1213 

(across from Kleinhans) 
 

Phone: (716) 884-7250 Fax: (716) 884-7253 
www.firstchurchbuffalo.org  

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 

Twitter: @1stChurchBflo 
Facebook.com/1stChurchBuffalo 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ throu gh  
worshiping God, fostering spiritual growth and serving the community.  

First Church Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes, Pastor 
 RevKen@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 13 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D. 
Parish Associate for Community Outreach
 JohnRLong17@verizon.net 
 

The Reverend Jack Smiley, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 17 
 

Christina Banas, Business Manager 
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 11 
 

Rama Salim, Security Coordinator 
 RSalim@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 12 
 

Church Office, extension 10 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

Board of Deacons  
by Class and Term 

 
Class of 2019 

Gifty Koramoah (2) 
June McGrath (1) 

Denis Wettlaufer (1) 
 

Class of 2020 
India Asplundh (1) 
Barry Farmer (1) 

Madeline Mason-Brandon (2) 
Suzanne Pilon (1) 

Lou Ann Luther Riegle (2) 
 

Class of 2021 
Mary Field (2) 
Jim McKeel (1) 

Sheila Miller (2) 
Shannon Rogers (1) 

 
 

Session and Trustees  
by Class and Term 

 
Class of 2019 
Don Houck (1) 

Maria Oakley (2) 
 

Class of 2020 
Lucas Lloyd (2) 

Janet Hill (1) Clerk 
Henry Porter (2) 
Sue Snyder (2) 

 

Class of 2021 
John Darby (2)  
Jose Gomez (1) 

Jean Hess (1) 
Tina Osei (1) 

 

Sunday Schedule 
11:00 AM Worship in the Sanctuary 
11:15 AM Children’s Sunday School 
12:00 PM Fellowship Time in the Chapel 

Officers of the Corporation 
Michael Henry, President 
Rebecca Whipple, Vice President 
Mark Armesto, Treasurer 
Janet Hill, Secretary 


