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TEMPUS FUGIT 

 My title is a funny-sounding 
Latin phrase, but its meaning is 
familiar enough: “time flies.” 
Actually, a better translation is 
“time flees.” Which is very relevant 
to where we find ourselves as we 
transition into fall. It has been a 
great summer, all in all, but it has 
sped by.  
 

 Those days stolen for vacation 
are now yielding to pressing 
schedules of school, and work, and 
projects around the house. Many of 
us will begin living for weekends 
because we know how full with 
responsibilities weekdays are, 
whether you work full time or not. 
Seems like there’s no end to the 
chores, tasks, and distractions that 
drain the daylight hours away. It’s 
hard to deny that time not only 
flies, it flees. 
 

 Did you know the Bible provides 
a remedy to time slipping through 
our fingers? It’s called “kairos” time, 
also known as “filled” time. It’s an 
alternative to “chronos” time, 
which is what we’re used to – the 

relentless ticking away of minutes, 
days, months, and years. Kairos is 
“filled” time because of its 
connection to God. 
 

 Jesus’ birth and ministry on 
earth were kairos periods. His 
crucifixion and resurrection were 
kairos events. But Jesus wasn’t the 
only one to experience kairos, 
periods of intense awareness and 
relationship to the divine. This kind 
of time is accessible to quite 
ordinary women and men. The 
disciples receiving blessings at the 
Last Supper were in the middle of a 
kairos gathering. The crowds 
pressing in around Jesus to receive 
loaves and fishes participated in a 
miracle of kairos. The apostles who 
responded to Jesus’ Great 
Commission by preaching, 
teaching, and healing committed 
themselves to lives of kairos.  
 

 And kairos is available to you 
and me, daily. We don’t need to 
pass all our days merely 
chronologically. We can populate 
our days with kairos moments—

through prayer, meditation, serving 
others, being grateful for and 
attentive to the blessings that flow 
through our lives, participating in 
the body of Christ through worship 
and fellowship. The trick is to have 
a vision of what lies beyond simple 
chronology, and what lies beyond is 
God and all that God has created.  
 

 In the end, you choose whether 
kairos or chronos will dominate 
your lives. But, as you consider 
which is to be more highly valued, 
remember this: tempus fugit. 

By Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes 

Fall 2018 
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 Over the years, I’ve learned 
there’s more to teaching Sunday school 
than the lesson itself, so much more. In 
fact, I experienced life-changing truths 
as a Sunday school teacher. These truths 
brought me closer to God and gave me a 
deeper understanding of the Great 
Commission.  
 

 I invite you to teach Sunday 
school. Are you hesitant or undecided 
about volunteering? Let me share some 
thoughts that just might turn your 
hesitation into anticipation. 
 

1. Kids get it.  
 No need to get into a profound 
analysis of theology, kids understand the 
simplicity of the gospel message, 
sometimes better than we do. Jesus 
taught people in parables. He told 
stories. Jesus knew we would need to 
think like little children in order to 
embrace the forgiveness and grace he 
offered. Matthew 18:3 says, “Truly, I say 
to you, unless you turn and become like 
children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven”.  
 

 We tell stories, read stories and 
find the original in the Bible. Kids get it, 
and we can learn from them how to get 
back to that place of uncomplicated 
belief. 
 

2. Music makes anything memorable. 
 “This little light of mine, I’m 
gonna let it shine…Jesus loves me..." 
How do I know Jesus loves me? I learned 
a song about it. Nothing creates a lasting 
memory like catchy music. Just like the 
classic Sunday school songs, many 
musicians today have set Bible stories to 
toe-tapping tunes. I never really 
understood the power of music until I 
taught Sunday school. Music touches our 
spirits and creates memories that last a 
lifetime. 
 

 Okay, I scared you. The reality is 
no musical skill is needed. We have CDs, 
access to online videos and a variety of 
musical noise making objects that make 
any psalm read aloud sound even better!  
 

3. Have fun turning trash into art.  
 Who knew cotton balls make 
perfect fluffy sheep, or leftover tissue 
paper makes a colorful stained glass 
replica? Teaching Sunday school taught 
me how to be creative. Our Sunday 
school is a giant recycling bin and craft 
supply house filled with a world of 
possibilities. Not sure what to do? 
Lesson plans come with suggestions and 
books filled with ideas abound in the CE 
office.  
 

 Every teacher knows the value of 
hands-on learning. Nothing sparks a 
kid’s imagination like creating an original 
masterpiece, just like God did with each 
of His children. 
 

4. Learn to live the nine fruits of the 
Spirit.  
 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no 
law. Galatians 5:22-23  
 

 Kids have an uncanny knack for 
spotting a fake in less than five minutes. 
If I don’t display love, joy, peace and 
patience while teaching those concepts, 
I lose all credibility. If I teach about 
goodness, faithfulness, and gentleness 
but don’t set the example, they’ll tune 
me out. Before I plan that lesson on self-
control, I’d better be ready to show it, 
even when a student decides to take the 
lids off all the markers or tease a 
classmate.  
 Teaching Sunday school helps 
me develop the traits I want our children 
to learn. By practicing the nine fruits, I 
am growing more into the person God 
created me to be, and that’s a good 
thing. 
 

5. Every Sunday school teacher is a 
world evangelist in disguise. 
 Jesus commands in Matthew 
28:19, “Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations...” Countless hearts have 
been affected because of the dedication 
of Sunday school volunteers. Teaching 
matters.  

 Maybe you’re still having doubts 
about serving in Sunday school or maybe 
you’ve been a teacher for years, and 
you’re feeling as though your job isn’t 
important. Be encouraged today. Think 
of these words from the Apostle Paul 
when you step into the classroom. “...let 
us not grow weary of doing good, for in 
due season we will reap, if we do not 
give up. So then, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, 
and especially to those who are of the 
household of faith.” Gal. 6:9-10 
 

 That cotton ball sheep you make 
with them today will influence their 
hearts for life and you will be changed in 
ways you can only begin to imagine.  
 

* Excerpted from an article written by Kristine 
Brown www.morethanyourself.com. 
* All Bible verses from the English Standard Version 
(ESV) 

 WELCOME BACK to Sunday 
School! We have an exciting year ahead 
of us with new teachers, new 
curriculums and new friends to make. 
Our first day of Sunday school will be 
Sunday, September 16. Join us as we 
bless our teachers and then gather in 
our classrooms to get ready for the new 
year.  
 (Grand) Parents and any interested 
adults or teens are welcome to join us 
on any Sunday. In our classes we pray, 
read, study, share, craft, sing and even 
dance! Classes for pre-K and 
Kindergarteners, grades 1 to 4 and 
grades 5 to 8 are currently running. We 
are working to develop a youth 
program in partnership with local 
churches. More on that in the days 
ahead.  
 Please register your child(ren) 
using the form on page 8. You may 
return it to class with your child(ren), 
email it to us, send it snail mail or place 
it in the offering basket. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  By Elder Maria Oakley 

http://www.morethanyourself.com/
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 In spite of the outward 
appearance, a lot of behind-the-
scenes work has been done on the 
tower. After the initial examination 
by our architects, Flynn-Battaglia, it 
was discovered that there was more 
extensive damage than had been 
determined originally. Consequently, 
it took several months of research 
into various methods to find the right 
fix. A process called grout injection 
was found to be the best solution. A 
semi-liquid grout is developed for the 
specific chemical composition of the 
stone & brick. It is then injected into 
the cavities and allowed to harden, 
forming a permanent bond between 
the supporting wythes (layers of 
brick) and the stone. Because this 
technique is so new, NYS insisted 
that it be tested before completing 
the process. 
 

 The next phase of the testing will 
be done the first week of September 
with the results available at the end 
of October. Unfortunately, because 

of the colder temperatures beginning 
in November, it won’t be possible to 
do much more until after the spring 
thaw so the tower will continue to 
look the same for another winter 
season. But again, behind-the-scenes 
work will continue on the state’s 
schedule to finalize the contracts so 
that more intensive work can begin 
as soon as weather allows. 
 

 A contract has been signed with 
Otis Elevator to do renovations on 
the elevator. The rusted steel rails on 
the interior will be repaired or 
replaced and the entire operating 
system will be updated. (It’s been in 
for 29 years!). The interior of the cab 
will get a makeover as well with new 
lighting and a new control panel. 
That work is expected to be 
completed by the end of September. 
 

 We have completed the much-
needed clean-up of the historical 
library by consolidating files and 
moving the file cabinets to the 

storage space near the sanctuary. 
This has allowed the library area (the 
landing at the top of Wadsworth 
stairs) to be opened up. Dr. Hughes 
has arranged for an interior designer 
to get plans for new lighting, 
painting, and decoration so that this 
lovely, underused space can be used 
for small meetings or just meditation.  

Sunday, October 7 at 11AM 
Rev. Dr. Tom Yorty preaching 

By Dr. David Bond 

Sketch by W. Haight, 1955 

The first Sunday in October is designated as World Communion 
Sunday, which celebrates our oneness in Christ with all our 
brothers and sisters around the world.  
 

The PC(USA) Peace & Global special offering enables the church 
to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustice 
across the world, and is collected on World Communion Sunday. 

BUILDING NEWS 

Joint Worship with our 
friends from Westminster 
at First Church 
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By Elder Lucas Lloyd A Special Appeal:  

Participate in a Campaign to Inspire 

 I hope you sense that there is 
something new in the air at First 
Church of Buffalo . . . and that 2019 
isn't going to be just another year in 
the life of our church. God is calling 
us as a congregation to something 
new. 
 

 As such, I also feel that God is 
asking something new of this year's 
stewardship campaign. The 
campaign, typically carried out in 
the month of November, often 
focuses on gathering financial 
pledges for the year to come. I 
believe, though, that God is calling 
this year's stewardship campaign to 
embrace two objectives: 
 

1) To cultivate throughout our 
church an abiding sense, an 
abiding conviction, that Christ is 
calling First Church of Buffalo to a 
significant mission in our city and 
in our world; and 
 

2) To inspire in every First Church 
member commitments of 
investment and participation that 
are uniquely significant to each 
person -- and to the life of the 
Church. 
 

 Right now, the campaign has 
only one committed member: me 
(Lucas). But I cannot and should not 
do this alone. I may need your help.  
I am in need of: 
 

1) Verbal Communicators: to share 
two- to five-minute spoken 
testimonies with the church as 
Minutes for Mission. 
 

2) Writers: to help craft letters and 
emails. 
 

3) Phone Callers: to make sure that 
all church members hear and are 
heard. 
 

4) Graphic Designers: to make our 
written and electronic 
communications of data and ideas 
visually arresting. 
 

5) Financial Minds: to communicate 
our financial reality and goals with 
the congregation. 
 

6) Data Crunchers: to help turn 
pledges into investments. 
 

7) Networkers: to help turn 
commitments into organized 
action. 
 

8) Planners and Visionaries: to help 
plan a successful campaign flow, 
and to chart a course of fulfillment 
in the year ahead. 
 

 With many people participating, 
our campaign should not take up 
unreasonable amounts of time for 
anyone! 
 

 If you think one of these people 
might be you, please reach out to 
Lucas at: lucas.a.lloyd@gmail.com, 
or (617) 990-2648. 

Calendar Highlights 

 

Committee Meetings 

CMO 

 10/3 @ 2:30 PM 

Christian Education 

 9/11 @ 6:30 PM 

 10/9 @6:30 PM 

Deacons 

 9/23 after worship 

One Symphony Circle Board 

 10/2 @ 6 PM 

Session 

 9/19 @ 7 PM 

 10/21 @7 PM 

Strategy Task Force 

 9/10 @ 6:30 PM 

Community 

Allentown Assoc. Fall Fest 

 October 6 

Jericho Road Fall Fundraiser 

 October 25 

Mission Opportunities 

Voter registration drive 

 September 23 

Friends of Night People 

 October 31 

Family Promise 

 November 25 

Music 

BPO Opening Gala 

 September 15 

Ars Nova “Viva Vivaldi XL” 

View of downtown Buffalo as 
seen from our tower! 

mailto:lucas.a.lloyd@gmail.com


5 

 

The Strategy Task Force has provided below an outline of projects that are being considered to advance our community of 
faith toward a new identity and future.  These first steps are modest, and intentionally so.  We don’t want to bite off more 
than we can chew.  But they are imaginative and energetic ideas about how we can propel First Church toward the call God 
has put before us.  Task Force members would be happy to follow up the presentations they gave during summertime 
worship in conversation with you – the members and friend of First Church! 

The Short Guide to First Church Strategy Initiatives 
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Prayer Shawl ministry group 
resumes September 17, meeting 
Mondays at 6:30 PM at the 
Eggertsville-Snyder Library (4622 
Main St. in Snyder just past Harlem 
Rd.) Anyone is welcome, and yarn 
can be provided. 

www.firstchurchbuffalo.org 
Our website has a new look! Rev. Ken 
and Christina Banas created a new 
framework over the summer. Watch 
the website expand with worship 
materials, history, news, and much 
more! 

The Book Group will gather on 
Thursday, September 27 at 6:00 PM 
at JoAnn Doerr’s home. Please bring 

a dish for the potluck meal. Also 
bring your suggestions for this 

year’s reading material! 

The shower and laundry 
installation project at Pilgrim St. 
Luke’s-El Nuevo Camino is nearing 
completion. Stay tuned for news 
of a date for the official ribbon 
cutting! 

Sacred Suds 

News in the Family 

Best wishes to Eleanor Kamke and 
Robby Wallen, married at First 
Church on August 10 by Rev. Jesse 
Larson. 

 

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 
 

Our deepest sympathies are 
extended to: 
 

 The Kittinger & Wadsworth 
families following the death of 
Linda Wadsworth. 

 

 The Robertson & Magavern 
families upon the death of Linda 
Magavern. 

 

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

Please pray for: 
 Alan McCausland in the VA 

hospital 
 Gregg Borland recovering from 

pacemaker surgery 
 Ramona Brown 
 Bob Kerwin 
 Elaine Tinch 
 John Burgess  

 

♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

Barnett A. Slepian, MD 
Remembered 
Dr. Slepian was an obstetrician-
gynecologist who included abortion 
as part of his practice in Buffalo. He 
was a compassionate physician, a 
loving husband, a devoted father to 
four sons and a man of moral 
conviction and courage. In spite of 
the threats and years of harassment, 
Dr. Slepian courageously stood up to 
anti-choice terrorists and continued 
to provide complete reproductive 
health services to women until one 
of the terrorists shot and killed him 
on October 23, 1998 in his home.  
  
Twenty years later, the community 
that suffered the loss of one of its 
best physicians is gathering again to 
honor his memory. A Remembrance 
Memorial in celebration of Dr. 
Slepian and his legacy is planned for 
Thursday, November 1, 2018 at 7:00 
pm at Congregation Shir Shalom 
located at 4660 Sheridan Dr. in 
Williamsville. All are invited . 

Sunday, September 23  
12:15-1:15 PM in the Chapel 

“Animal Rescue:  
Care for All God’s Creatures” 

Speaker: Christina Banas 
 

Sunday, October 21  
12:15-1:15 PM in the Chapel 

Speaker: Maria Oakley 

Adult Forums 

1974 photo of the church. 

 

What looks different? 
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First Presbyterian Church 
One Symphony Circle, Buffalo, NY 14201-1213 

(across from Kleinhans) 
 

Phone: (716) 884-7250 Fax: (716) 884-7253 
www.firstchurchbuffalo.org  

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 

Twitter: @1stChurchBflo 
Facebook.com/1stChurchBuffalo 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ throu gh  
worshiping God, fostering spiritual growth and serving the community.  

First Church Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes, Pastor 
 RevKen@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 13 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D. 
Parish Associate for Community Outreach
 JohnRLong17@verizon.net 
 

The Reverend Jack Smiley, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 17 
 

Christina Banas, Business Manager 
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 11 
 

Rama Salim, Security Coordinator 
 RSalim@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 12 
 

Church Office, extension 10 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

Board of Deacons  
by Class and Term 

 
Class of 2019 

Sam Gaerte (1) 
Gifty Koramoah (2) 

June McGrath (1) 
Rich Oakley (1) 

Denis Wettlaufer (1) 
 

Class of 2020 
India Asplundh (1) 
Barry Farmer (1) 

Madeline Mason-Brandon (2) 
Suzanne Pilon (1) 

Lou Ann Luther Riegle (2) 
 

Class of 2021 
Mary Field (2) 
Jim McKeel (1) 

Sheila Miller (2) 
Shannon Rogers (1) 

 
 

Session and Trustees  
by Class and Term 

 
Class of 2019 

Andrew Gaerte (2)  
Don Houck (1) 

Maria Oakley (2) 
 

Class of 2020 
Lucas Lloyd (2) 

Janet Hill (1) Clerk 
Henry Porter (2) 
Sue Snyder (2) 

 

Class of 2021 
John Darby (2)  
Jose Gomez (1) 

Jean Hess (1) 
Tina Osei (1) 

 

Sunday Schedule 
11:00 AM Worship in the Sanctuary 
11:15 AM Children’s Sunday School 
12:00 PM Fellowship Time in the Chapel 

Officers of the Corporation 
Michael Henry, President 
Rebecca Whipple, Vice President 
Mark Armesto, Treasurer 
Janet Hill, Secretary 
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Our Christian Education Program is all about helping our children trust and love one another, helping them 
along on their journey of faith, sharing with them, as we tackle the troubles and celebrate the joys in our lives 
and begin to understand how God moves in our lives. Bring your child to church and Sunday School! Fill out 
the registration that you will find below and come join us. We offer lots of nurture and care and a safe place to 
grow and ask questions and puzzle and share. Make Sunday School a commitment for the year. Just as you 
offer your children a good education and expose them to music, art and theater and provide good health care 
for them, don’t deprive them of an opportunity to be nurtured spiritually and to grow in their faith. Children who 
attend regularly begin to feel the love and care of the community. They begin to understand the Sunday 
routine and to know their classmates. Trust is being built, children feel comfort in knowing their surroundings. 
Give yourself and your children a blessing this fall and make church a priority! We’re here and we’d love to 
see you and learn and grow with you! 

Please complete the following form and return it to the Church Office or place it in the offering plate. 
Questions? Call 884-7250, ext. 10 or email email@firstchurchbuffalo.org.  
 

Parent or Guardian Name(s):            
 

Address:        City:      Zip:     
 

Phone Number: (home)      (cell)      (work)   
 

Email:      @         
 

CHILDREN IN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
Name:          Date of Birth      
 

School:         Grade in September   
 

Name:          Date of Birth      
 

School:         Grade in September   
 

Name:          Date of Birth      
 

School:         Grade in September   
 

Name:          Date of Birth      
 

School:         Grade in September   
 

Name:          Date of Birth      
 

School:         Grade in September   

<
 


