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THE GROWING SEASON 

It may be mere coincidence, but I’ve noticed that 
nature bursting to life in spring is the same time the 
church looks for signs of new growth.  
 

I’m not talking about growth in the number of new 
First Church members (more on that in a moment), 
but growth in the members we already have!  
 

For any number of reasons, some of the usual 
engines for First Church’s vitality and ministry have 
gone dormant.  We all want our community of faith 
to thrive, but the means to achieve that have gone 
slack. Above all, we need to prepare ground for the 
following: 
 

 Reinvigorating the church’s social and 
recreational life. 

 Launching fresh programming for all, but 
especially for children, teens, and young 
adults. 

 Paying attention to details, particularly the 
physical & digital appearance of First Church. 

 Intensifying compassionate care for the 
congregation. 

 

Now you may have your own priorities for First 
Church to add to that list, but those are mine. None 

of these lofty goals—which are aimed at blessing the 
current congregation and bringing new members 
into the family—will be achieved without the 
committed participation of our existing membership.  
 

So in the coming weeks and months when you hear 
invitations to join in the fellowship life of the church, 
or about new programs in education and faith 
formation, or about work groups investing “sweat 
equity” in the beauty and functioning of our church, 
look for your opportunity to grow—in service, in 
faith, in community. 
 

The chances of First Church bringing Good News to 
our neighbors, and welcoming them to walk 
alongside us, rest on what we —today’s First 
Churchers—are willing to do during this growing 
season. Be fruitful! 
 

— Ken 
 

P.S. A particular kind of commitment to First Church 
is possible as the Nominating Committee over the 
next couple of weeks considers candidates to step 
into leadership on the Session and Board of 
Deacons. Consider carefully how God is speaking to 
YOU. 

By Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes 
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Sunday, July 22 
after 10 AM Worship 

 
Indoor seating in the Chapel  

Outdoor seating in the Courtyard 
 

Half chicken, macaroni salad,  

coleslaw, & roll for $10 

Grilling by BW’s Smokin’ Barrels Barbecue 

 

Fundraiser for the mission work of the 

Community Ministries Outreach  

(CMO) Committee 
 

Open to the community! Bring a friend! 
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The 223rd PC(USA) General 
Assembly will be held in St. Louis 

June 16-23. 
 

The General Assembly consists of 
commissioners elected by 
presbyteries. Half of the 
commissioners will be ruling elders, 
half will be teaching elders. Few will 
ever have been commissioners to the 
General Assembly before, but most 
will have served in one of the other 
governing bodies of our church: the 
session, which provides care and 
oversight of a local congregation; the 
presbytery, which provides care and 
oversight of a group of congregations; 
or the synod which provides care and 
oversight of several presbyteries. 
 

It reviews the work of synods, 
resolves controversies in the church, 
is responsible for matters of common 
concern for the whole church, and 
serves as a symbol of unity for the 
church. 
 

The General Assembly has several 
specific responsibilities outlined in 
Chapter 3 of the Book of Order. The 
assembly seeks to protect our church 
from errors in faith and practice, is 
responsible for assuring that the 
expression of our theology remains 
true to the biblical standards in our 
historic confessions. The General 
Assembly presents a witness for truth 
and justice in our community and in 
the world community. It sets priorities 
for the church and establishes 
relationships with other churches or 
ecumenical bodies. 

General Assembly 

A congregational meeting of the 
First Presbyterian Society of the 
Town of Buffalo has been called for  
Sunday, June 10, 2018, 
immediately following worship in 
the Sanctuary for the purposes of 
receiving the report of the 
Nominating Committee; electing 
officers on the Board of Deacons 
and Session. 

Prayer Shawl ministry group 
meets Mondays at 6:30 PM at the 
Eggertsville-Snyder Library (4622 

Main St. in Snyder just past Harlem 
Rd.) Anyone is welcome, and yarn 

can be provided. 

Are you signed up for the church 
email list? Contact the Church 

Office to subscribe to our weekly 
news email “First Things First.”  

884-7250, x 10 or 
email@firstchurchbuffalo.org. 

The Book Group will gather on 
Thursday, June 28 at 6:00 PM at 

Joyce Young’s home. Book to read: 
Hillbilly Elegy by JD Vance. Please 
bring a dish for the potluck meal. 

First Church will be open for tours 
during the Garden Walk on 
Saturday, July 28 from 10:00 AM 
to 4:00 PM and Sunday, July 29 
after worship until 4:00 PM. 
Volunteers are needed to assist 
with tours. A script will be 
provided. Please sign up in the 
Narthex. Thank you! 

Garden Walk 

Tim Hess is scheduling a church 
outing to a Bisons baseball game in 
June. Contact to Tim if you are 
interested and a date will be set. 
 
Sunday, June 3 bring your favorite 
paint brush and some old clothes. In 
preparation for the Allentown Arts 
Festival June 9-10 we will be 
painting frames that will be used as 
“selfie stations” during the festival.  

Sunday, August 26  
10:00 AM in our Chapel 

 

Our friends from Lafayette will be 
joining us in worship during the 
Elmwood Avenue Festival of the 
Arts. We look forward to welcoming 
them! 

Fellowship  

Opportunities 

Joint worship 

with Lafayette 

Sunday Schedule 

(through June 17) 
 

11:00 AM 
Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

11:15 AM 
Children’s Sunday School 

 

12:00 PM 
Fellowship Time in the Chapel 

 
 
 

Summer Sunday 

Schedule 

(June 24-September 2) 
 

10:00 AM 
Worship in the Chapel 

 

10:15 AM 
Children’s Sunday School 

 

11:00 AM 
Fellowship Time in the Narthex 

 
 

 Communion is served the first 
Sunday of the month. 

 
 New Life Sunday is Sept. 9. 

congregational 

meeting called 
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 Friends of Night People 
August 29 
October 31 

 
 Family Promise 

August 12 
November 25 

MISSION 

WORK DATES 

News in the Family 

Welcome, Ida! 
We’re delighted to share that Ida 
Rae Gaerte was born May 14 at 7:59 
PM weighing just over 4 lbs. Andrew 
reports that "Ida is doing great and 
didn’t even need oxygen in the 
NICU. Sam is doing well and was 
really strong . We feel so blessed to 
have her here and healthy."  
 

We share Sam and Andrew's joy in 
welcoming Ida Rae!  
 

••••• 

Thank you! 
Wonderful job of catering the 
reception following the installation 
of Rev. Dr. Hughes. Thank you all! 

— Women’s Association 
 
 

Women’s Association wishes to 
thank all who contributed food and/
or theme baskets to our raffle. The 
assortment was incredible! Women’s 
Association gained $172 from the 
raffle. Again, thank you very much! 

••••• 

Above: 
Laying on of 
hands during Rev. 
Dr. Hughes’s 
installation on 
May 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left: Installation 
reception in the 
chapel 
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First Presbyterian Church 
One Symphony Circle, Buffalo, NY 14201-1213 

(across from Kleinhans) 
 

Phone: (716) 884-7250 Fax: (716) 884-7253 
www.firstchurchbuffalo.org  

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 

Twitter: @1stChurchBflo 
Facebook.com/1stChurchBuffalo 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ throu gh  
worshiping God, fostering spiritual growth and serving the community.  

First Church Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes, Pastor 
 RevKen@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 13 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D. 
Parish Associate for Community Outreach
 JohnRLong17@verizon.net 
 

The Reverend Jack Smiley, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, 
Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 17 
 

Christina Banas, Business Manager 
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 11 
 

Rama Salim, Security Coordinator 
 RSalim@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 12 
 

Church Office, extension 10 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

Board of Deacons  
by Class and Term 

 
Class of 2018 

Christina Banas (1) 
Mary Field (1) 
Liz Kamke (2) 

Sheila Miller (1) 
Tina Osei (2) 

 

Class of 2019 
Sam Gaerte (1) 

Gifty Koramoah (2) 
June McGrath (1) 

Rich Oakley (1) 
Denis Wettlaufer (1) 

 

Class of 2020 
India Asplundh (1) 
Barry Farmer (1) 

Madeline Mason (2) 
Suzanne Pilon (1) 

Lou Ann Luther Riegle (2) 
 
 

Session and Trustees  
by Class and Term 

 
Class of 2018 

John Darby (T) (1)  
Tim Hess (2) 

Olga Rico Armesto (1) 
 

Class of 2019 
Andrew Gaerte (2)  
Don Houck (T) (1) 
Maria Oakley (2) 

 

Class of 2020 
Lucas Lloyd (T) (2) 

Janet Hill (1) 
Henry Porter (T) (2) 

Sue Snyder (2) 
 

(T) indicates that the Elder has 
also been nominated or elected 
to serve as a Trustee while on 

Session. 

 

Sunday Schedule 
(through June 17) 

11:00 AM Worship in the Sanctuary 
11:15 AM Children’s Sunday School 
12:00 PM Fellowship Time in the Chapel 

 

Summer Sunday Schedule 
(June 24-September 2) 

10:00 AM Worship in the Chapel 
10:15 AM Children’s Sunday School 
11:00 AM Fellowship Time in the Narthex 

 

Communion is served the  
first Sunday of the month 


