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My inaugural article for the First Church newsletter is a 
sales pitch! I’m not hawking knives that never need 
sharpening, or vitamins that will make you feel 20 
years younger (although if you have any of these, 
please share!). 
 

No, my sales pitch is for an adult Christian Education 
(CE) class that I would like to offer during Lent. Soon 
you will see in your email, or on paper, a survey that 
asks three things: 

What day of the week do you prefer for a class? 
What time of day/evening works best for you? 
What type of CE course are you looking for? 

 

Responses to the first two of those questions will 
determine the day and time the class meets, with the 
majority ruling. 
 

The third question begs more detail, which I would like 
to provide below. For Lent, I have in mind three 
possible six-week courses: 
 

A side-by-side exploration of the Four Gospels. 
I’ve taught this course several times and I 
know participants take away valuable insights 
about the peculiarities of each gospel, and 
how they operate as a “witness to Jesus” 
together. This would be a lecture-type class, 
with plenty of opportunity for Q&A and 
conversation. 

SALES PITCH 
A course on the life and thought of Reinhold 

Niebuhr, known as America’s “last public 
theologian.” Niebuhr has the unique status as 
a favorite of liberals and conservatives alike, 
religiously and politically speaking. His “time” 
was WWII, the Cold War, and Vietnam, and 
his signal contribution was an insistence on 
Christians recognizing sin and evil as realities, 
and by no means attributed to one side only. 
The course would begin with a recent 
documentary film on Niebuhr entitled, “An 
American Conscience.” 

 

A readings-driven course, featuring “Holy 
Solitude: Lenten Reflections with Saints, 
Hermits, Prophets, and Rebels.” This just-
published book by Heidi Haverkamp 
describes the unique spiritual contributions of 
a diverse and unconventional group of 
Christian thinkers, selected especially for 
Lent. In addition to reflections, Holy Solitude 
contains questions for discussion and Lenten 
practices. Purchase of the $11 book would be 
encouraged as selections would be featured 
for weekly class discussion.  

 

Anything catch your fancy? If so, please complete the 
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survey. If more than one course proves to be popular, we’ll schedule what’s left for the future. Also, I 
welcome your ideas for other types of coursework, including outside speakers we might invite for 
single presentations or multi-week courses. This is all part of our beginning together, and I’m excited 
for what lies ahead.  
 

       Peace, Ken 

First Church is developing an adult class 
for the Lenten season and we would love 
your opinions. This survey will only take 
about two minutes to complete, but it will 
be invaluable input for our course design. 
Thanks in advance for helping out! 

Ken Hughes 
 

1. Are you likely to attend Christian Education 
classes at First Church? 
 

__ Yes 
__ No 
 
2. What day(s) do you prefer for classes? 
(check all that apply) 
 

__ Sunday 
__ Monday 
__ Tuesday 
__ Wednesday 
__ Thursday 
 

Other (please specify) ________________ 
 
3. What time of day do you prefer for classes? 
(check all that apply) 
 

__ Morning (9-12) 
__ Afternoon (12-5) 
__ Evening (5-8) 
 

Other (please specify) ________________ 
 
4. What topic(s) interest you most? (check all 
that apply) 
 

__ Biblical studies 
__ Christian history 

__ Ethical & moral issues (including  
 mission & evangelism) 
__ Spiritual development 
__ Theology & worship 
 

Other (please specify) ________________ 
 
5. What type of class content appeals to you? 
(check all that apply) 
 

__ Study guides with assigned readings for  
 class discussion 
__ Lectures followed by class discussion 
__ Video-based presentations leading to  
 class discussion 
__ Opportunities to break into small  
 groups for prayer, meditation,  
 conversation 
 

Other (please specify) ________________ 
 
6. For Lent (Feb 14-Mar 24), which of the 
following classes would you prefer? (choose 
one) 
 

__ Comparative study of the Four Gospels  
 (lectures and class discussion) 
__ Religious, political, and social impact of  
 theologian Reinhold Niebuhr (film,  
 followed by class discussion) 
__ Book-driven study— Holy Solitude:  
 Lenten reflections with saints,  
 prophets, & rebels (readings followed  
 by class discussion— $11 book  
 purchase recommended) 
 
Name (optional) _______________________ 
 

Please return survey to the Church Office. 

ADULT CE SURVEY 
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THE ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE 
CONGREGATION & CORPORATION of 
the First Presbyterian Society of the 
Town of Buffalo will take place Sunday, 
February 4, 2018 immediately following 
worship in the Sanctuary. The purpose of 
the meetings is to receive reports of the 
staff, boards, committees and 
organizations of the Church; to elect a 
church Nominating Committee, to 
receive the Session’s budget for the year 
2018; and to transact such other business 
as may properly come before the 
meeting. 
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The following actions were 
taken in January by the 
Session, Board of Trustees and 
the Deacons: 
 
 Welcomed the Rev. Dr. 

Kenneth E. Hughes as the 
new to-be-installed pastor 
of First Church, effective 
January 1, 2018. 

 Accepted with regret and 
thanks for her years of 
service the resignation of 
Stephanie Smith from 
Session. 

 Elected Maria Oakley and 
Olga Rico Armesto to the 
Nominating Committee. 

 Elected Don Houck to serve 
as the Trustee 
representative to the 
Nominating Committee. 

 Approved Communion on 
February 4 and Ash 
Wednesday, February 14. 

 Approved credit cards for 
Rama Salim and Rev. Dr. 
Ken Hughes. 

 Extended the services of a 
security guard on Friday 
and Saturday nights 
through April 1. 

 Approved the 2018 Budget. 

NOW & THEN 
By Christina Banas  CLERK’S  

CORNER 

By Janet Hill 

Mary Tillinghast 

1 of 6 Tillinghast windows in the sanctuary 

Once known as “the most versatile 
artist we can boast of among 
women in this country” in an 1896 
magazine profile, Mary Tillinghast 
certainly had talent. She started her 
career (in days when women did not 
have careers) as an apprentice to 
renowned artist John La Farge.  
 

From the 1880’s until her death at 
age 66 in 1912, Ms. Tillinghast ran a 
workshop in Greenwich Village. She 
received medals at the Chicago 
Exposition in 1893 (gold) and the 
Charleston Exhibition in 1902 
(bronze). Known for using dark, rich 
colors in stained glass, she also 
designed mosaics, tapestries, and 
murals. 
 

She has been described as “deeply 
talented,” “willful,” and 
“whipsmart.” Ms. Tillinghast grew 
up with wealth, and she never 
married. 
 

Her works can be found from Maine 

to North Carolina, and as far west 
as Illinois. New York City, 
Pittsburgh, and of course, Buffalo, 
were recipients of her art. 
 

In our sanctuary, three Tillinghast 
lancelets in the West transept 
(under the Ascension window) 
make up “The Resurrection.” One 
of them is pictured in this article. 
 

“In My House Are Many Mansions” 
in the east aisle includes another 
three lancelets. One is signed, 
although the signature is faint. 
 

Ms. Tillinghast’s archives vanished 
after her death. Her former studio 
location is now part of the NYU 
campus. The school honors her 
with a plaque. 
 

Many of her works remain in NYC 
and New Jersey. Regrettably 
windows in Asheville, NC were so 
badly deteriorated that they 
crumbled into six inch pieces. 
 

A distant cousin has spent his life 
looking for traces of Mary’s 
archives. Sadly, she is largely 
forgotten according to her relative. 
Let’s be sure to remember her 
here! 
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Houston, We Got You, Brother 

My biggest highlight in 2018 so 
far was when I went on a mission 
trip to Houston Texas with my 
former supervisor and many other 
adults and young adults of good 
faith to help the people who were 
affected by the hurricane. This is a 
group that was formed by a 
religious organization of Orchard 
Park, and of course I’d give the 
credit to Rev. Dick Young (minister 
of the Orchard Park Presbyterian 
Church) and his assistant for making 
this trip possible. Given the fact that 
we were going to rebuild houses 
that were ruined by the flood, I had 
no kind of skills but I still wanted to 
go. Even if it would be picking up 
trash for 7 days I wouldn’t mind 
because that would mean 
something to someone. God knew 
my intensions were to help others 
therefore, he gifted me with 
wonderful group leaders who taught 
me how to use tape measure, and 
put up dry wall. This group of men 
and women put hands onto 4 
houses and at the end of the week in 

Houston there was a great turnover 
on those houses. 
 
One thing I can remember always 
about this trip is that everyone 
worked together and helped each 
other. One thing I’ll never forget is 
when I got up on the roof (my first 
time ever) so, as we were removing 
shingles, I remembered my co-
worker here at church said to me 
"Rama don’t forget to take pictures 
and send them to us when you get 
there." So then I stood up and 
gathered couple of folks and called 
Rev. Dick Young to take a picture of 
us so I could send it to my co-
worker. During the picture taking 
process, something funny happened 
and we all started laughing and so I 
lost my balance and now am falling. 
Almost going to the ground but 
these great souls caught me and 
said to me “no you not, we got you 
brother.’’ 
 
What I am trying to say is that 
regardless poor, rich, religion, color, 

or ethnicity it’s fair to say we are all 
citizens of the universe therefore, 
everyone deserves better and a 
second chance of happiness in this 
life. If I had fallen to the ground I 
could’ve broken bones but it didn’t 
happen because the face of God 
was around. After one week we left 
Houston and returned home safe. I 
came home with some experience 
and it was an adventurous mission 
trip for me. Thanks to the whole 
crew, Elena Delgado (former 
supervisor) and of course 
Presbyterian Church of Orchard 
Park for making this happen. 
 
Now that I am back to work I am 
fully prepared to working with our 
newly installed pastor Rev. Dr. 
Kenneth Hughes and to provide him 
with all the support he’ll need from 
me to continue having First Church 
as the house of God and the safest 
place possible. 

By Rama Salim 
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Additional parking is 
available in the Gateway-
Longview lot on Wadsworth 
Street Sunday mornings from 
9:00 AM to 1:30 PM. 

Our neighbors at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church are beginning a 
Lenten program centered on 
reading the Gospel of Luke. They 
are going to kick off this “Good Book 
Club” with a lunch of soup and salad 
on Sunday, February 11, at 11:45 AM 
at Westminster.  
 

Retired pastor Rev. Lance Brown will 
be the guest speaker at the lunch 
and will happily answer questions 
about the Lenten program and the 
Gospel of Luke, in particular.  
 

Westminster is extending a special 
invitation to members of First, 
Lafayette, and University churches 
to join them at the kickoff event and 
to participate in the Lenten practice 
of reading Luke from February 11 to 
March 31. A booklet of daily 
passages will be made available to 
the congregation. If you plan to 
attend the February 11 lunch, please 
let Rev. Hughes know.  

“Building Community through 
Spiritual Practices”  

Saturday, February 3, 10:30 AM 
North Presbyterian Church  

300 N. Forest Rd., Williamsville 
Worship leader & keynote speaker:  

Rev. Amy Jelensperger 
Workshops in spiritual practices: 

creating art, liturgical movement, 
community prayer  

 

Cost of lunch is $7.00 
RSVP by January 21 to Peggy 

Fanning 826-7542 or 
peggyfanning@hotmail.com  

 

Mission Project: Please bring 
children’s activity books and 
coloring books for Visitors’ Center 
at Wende Correctional Facility 

Lenten Invitation 

Architect plans for the shower and 
laundry facilities were finished and 
submitted to the city for permits. 
The project coordinator will notify 
us when they’re ready to break 
ground. We will be invited to a 
blessing ceremony. 

Sacred Suds update 

from Pilgrim St. 

Luke’s- 

El Nuevo Camino 

Presbyterian 

Women Winter 

Gathering 

Prayer Shawl ministry group 
meets Mondays at 6:30 PM at 
the Eggertsville-Snyder Library 
(4622 Main St. in Snyder just 
past Harlem Rd.) Anyone is 
welcome, and yarn can be 
provided.  

With Buffalo’s recent rebirth of 
energy and activity, there have 
unfortunately been some negative 
impacts on Allentown, including 
our parking lot. If only we had a 
penny for every time the word 
“parking” is said in our 
neighborhood!  
 
In the spring of last year, the 
Trustees were made aware of 
nefarious activities taking place in 
the church lot after the Allen St. 
bars closed at 4 AM. Conditions 
escalated quickly, and as a result a 
private security firm was hired in 
August to patrol the lot on Friday 
and Saturday nights. It was an 
instant fix to the unwanted 
activity. The Trustees continue to 
monitor the situation, and we will 
keep the congregation informed. 
Please call the Church Office with 
any questions. 

Are you signed up for the 
church email list? Contact the 
Church Office to subscribe to 
our weekly news email “First 

Things First.” 884-7250, x 10 or 
email@firstchurchbuffalo.org. 

The Book Group will gather 
on Thursday, February 22 at 
6:00 PM at JoAnn Doerr’s 
home. The book to discuss is 
Commonwealth by Ann 
Patchett. 

Parking Lot 

mailto:peggyfanning@hotmail.com


7 

 



 

8 

First Presbyterian Church 
One Symphony Circle, Buffalo, NY 14201-1213 

(Across from Kleinhans) 
 

Phone: (716) 884-7250 Fax: (716) 884-7253 
www.firstchurchbuffalo.org  

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 

Twitter: @1stChurchBflo 
“Like” us on Facebook:  

“First Presbyterian Church of Buffalo, NY” 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ throu gh  
worshiping God, fostering spiritual growth and serving the community.  

 

First Church Staff 
 

Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes, Pastor 
 RevKen@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 13 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D. 
Parish Associate for Community Outreach
 JohnRLong17@verizon.net 
 

The Reverend Jack Smiley, Pastor Emeritus 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, 
Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 17 
 

Christina Banas, Business Manager 
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 11 
 

Rama Salim, Security Coordinator 
 RSalim@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension: 12 
 

Church Office, extension 10 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

Board of Deacons  
by Class and Term 

 
Class of 2018 

Christina Banas (1) 
Mary Field (1) 
Liz Kamke (2) 

Sheila Miller (1) 
Tina Osei (2) 

 

Class of 2019 
Sam Gaerte (1) 

Gifty Koramoah (2) 
June McGrath (1) 

Rich Oakley (1) 
Denis Wettlaufer (1) 

 

Class of 2020 
India Asplundh (1) 
Barry Farmer (1) 

Madeline Mason (2) 
Suzanne Pilon (1) 

Lou Ann Luther Riegle (2) 
 
 

Session and Trustees  
by Class and Term 

 
Class of 2018 

John Darby (T) (1)  
Tim Hess (2) 

Olga Rico Armesto (1) 
 

Class of 2019 
Andrew Gaerte (2)  
Don Houck (T) (1) 
Maria Oakley (2) 

 

Class of 2020 
Lucas Lloyd (T) (2) 

Janet Hill (1) 
Henry Porter (T) (2) 

Sue Snyder (2) 
 

(T) indicates that the Elder has 
also been nominated or elected 
to serve as a Trustee while on 

Session. 

 

Sunday Schedule 
 
11:00 AM Worship in the Sanctuary 
11:15 AM Children’s Sunday School 
12:00 PM Fellowship Time in the Chapel 

 

Communion is served the  
first Sunday of the month 


