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13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Wherever ◊ appears, you are asked to stand if you are able to do so. 

Text in bold print indicates congregational responses. 
 

Prelude Pastorale J. S. Bach 
 

Welcome and News of the Community   
 

◊Call to Worship 

God, who rules the universe, calls us. Christ, who took up his cross, calls us.  

Holy Spirit, who frees us body and soul, calls us. Let us faithfully answer.  

Come, let us worship God. 
 

◊Hymn 467 “How Great Thou Art” O Store Gud 
 

Children’s Message  Elder Don Houck 
 

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

Holy and gracious God, you call us to ventures that cannot be foretold, to paths we do not 

know. Be our guide, through your word, and feed us with your assurance that your way is 

truly the path of love, joy, and peace. Amen. 
 

Confession of Pardon   
Christ Jesus did not condemn those who rejected him. How much more will he show mercy 

to those who seek forgiveness. In faith, let us confess our sins. 
 

(Sung) Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Let us pray: 

O Holy Trinity, help us to confess our sins. You give us a place in your creation, and you 

intend that we live in love with all that you have made. We confess that we abuse what 

you give us. Far from walking in the Spirit, we stumble on paths that lead to death. 

Satisfy the longings of our souls by taking us up into your Spirit that we may love our 

neighbor. To you and the Son and the Spirit, One God, be all worship and praise now 

and forever.  
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The crucified Christ has set us free to live in the Spirit of life. Hear the good news of the 

gospel. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

 

◊Canticle  “Glory to the Father” Richard Wetzel 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as in the beginning, so now, and forever. Amen. 
 

◊Passing the Peace  

In Jesus Christ we know God's forgiveness and peace! Let us share that peace with one 

another. The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

First Scripture Reading _______________ Elder Houck 
 

Hymn 274 “O God of Earth and Space” Leoni 

(verses 1 and 3) 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Second Scripture Reading Galatians 5:1, 13-25 Elder Armesto 
 

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke 

of slavery. For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your 

freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one 

another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care that you are 

not consumed by one another. 
 

Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For what the flesh desires 

is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are 

opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you want. But if you are led by the 

Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, 

impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, 

dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, 

as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. And those who 

belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the 

Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 
 

Sermon “Freedom” Elder Armesto 
 

◊Hymn 326 “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” Morecambe 
 

◊Affirmation of Faith   Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
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was buried; He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended 

into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Lord's Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offertory    
With our tithes and our offerings let us give thanks and praise to the triune God: to the Son 

for our salvation, the Spirit for our rising, and the Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Offertory Simple Gifts arr. Michael Hayes 
Denise Blackmore, mezzo soprano 

 

◊Doxology 591  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

◊Prayer of Thanksgiving 

God our maker, we present our offerings and commit ourselves to follow Jesus Christ, love 

our neighbors, and share the fruits of the Spirit, giving you thanks and praise. Amen. 

 

◊Hymn 564 “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” Materna 
 

◊Charge & Benediction 

 

Postlude Fugue in C Dietrich Buxtehude
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