
  

 

First Presbyterian Church 
(716) 884-7250  ▪  Fax: (716) 884-7253 

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org  ▪  www.firstchurchbuffalo.org 

Facebook.com/1stChurchBuffalo  ▪  Twitter @1stChurchBflo 
 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of 

metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ through worshiping 

God, fostering spiritual growth, and serving the community. 

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

June 23, 2019 
 

Wherever ◊ appears, you are asked to stand if you are able to do so. 

Text in bold print indicates congregational responses. 
 

Prelude Prelude on Martyn Seth Bingham 

 Prelude on Toplady Seth Bingham 
 

Welcome and News of the Community   
 

◊Call to Worship 

When forces in the world threaten us. When our bodies or spirits turn against us. 

There is One who seeks us, One who meets us, One who heals us. 

Whose love washes over us and sets us free for joy.  

This One is the Lord. Come, let us worship God. 
 

◊Hymn 447 “Lead On, O King Eternal” Lancashire 
 

Children’s Message  Elder Lucas Lloyd 
 

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

Almighty God, ruler of all things seen and unseen, through your Son, Jesus Christ and the 

Holy Spirit, you show your power and mercy. You cast out evil, tear down walls of division, 

comfort and challenge your people, and show signs of your kingdom coming into the world. 

Grant that we may lift up the discouraged, strengthen the doubting, and join with all who 

seek to thank you for your goodness. Glory be to you, O God, who, with the Holy Spirit and 

the Holy Son, together is worshiped and praised; One God forever. Amen. 
 

Confession of Pardon   
The geography of sin is a waterless waste. But God gives springs of living water, streams of 

justice and mercy from the mountain of God. Let us drink deeply of Christ. Let us confess 

our sins. 

(Sung) Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Let us pray: 

Holy One, God Most High, grant us faith to confess our sins and seek your mercy. 
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There are barren places in our lives where we have wandered far from you. We have 

listened to voices who distracted us from your call. We have submitted to powers 

competing for our loyalty to you. We have not taken the hand you offer to lead us out 

of godforsakenness, and into your holy ways. God our Savior, forgive us. Quench our 

thirst for you. Speak tenderly to us of your presence. Feed us with your word. Deliver 

us from evil. 
 

Christ Jesus, the Son of the Most High God, is sovereign even over the powers of evil, so 

that his reign brings freedom and joy. Therefore, I declare to you by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, in Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

 

◊Canticle  “Glory to the Father” Richard Wetzel 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as in the beginning, so now, and forever. Amen. 
 

◊Passing the Peace  

In Jesus Christ we know God's forgiveness and peace! Let us share that peace with one 

another. The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

First Scripture Reading Galatians 3:23-29 NT page 189 
 

Hymn 189 “As Deer Long for the Streams” Rockingham 

(verses 1 and 3) 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Second Scripture Reading Luke 8, selected verses NT pages 67-68 
 

Sermon “The Other Declaration of Independence” 

 Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes 
 

◊Hymn 411 “Arise, Your Light Is Come!” Festal Song 
 

◊Affirmation of Faith   from Romans 8:35-39 

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 

hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. For I 

am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 

angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things 

to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
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Lord's Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offertory    
For the sake of those who have yet to hear the word of God, for those who are in need of our 

bounty, and for the discipline that comes with sacrifice, let us bring our tithes and offerings. 

 

Offertory Trio Louis-Nicolas Clérambault 
 

◊Doxology 591  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

◊Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Thanks be to you, Crucified and Risen Lord, who shows us the face of God so that we may 

see in our brothers and sisters a member of Christ’s own body and rejoice. Accept our 

offerings as signs of your never-failing care, in the name of all that is most precious in your 

sight. Amen. 

 

◊Hymn 438 “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” Dennis 
 

◊Charge & Benediction 

 

Postlude Trumpet Tune David N. Johnson

  
   

♦♦♦♦ 

FIRST CHURCH STAFF LIST 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes, Pastor 
 RevKen@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 203 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D.,  
 Parish Associate for Community Outreach 
 johnrlong17@verizon.net 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 204 

Christina Banas, Communications & Office Manager
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 201 
 

Rama Salim, Custodial & Security Assistant 
 RSalim@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 202 
 

Cory Connell, Maintenance Coordinator 
Church Office Voicemail extension 200 
 email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 



 

4 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
The Prayer Shawl ministry group meets Mondays 
at 6:30 PM at the Eggertsville-Snyder Library 
(4622 Main St. in Snyder just past Harlem Rd.) 
Anyone is welcome, and yarn can be provided.  

 
JOYS & CONCERNS 

 Gregg Borland in rehab recovering from 
pneumonia 

 Tim Hess’s father with cancer 
 The family of José Gomez in mourning 
 Cleo Alexander mourning the death of her 

sister, Ruby Siggers 
 Jeff Wichtowski 
 Doug recovering from bypass surgery 
 Carlton Brownell at home 
 Roch & Pat Harmon 
 Alan McCausland  
 Bob Kerwin 
 Elaine Tinch 
 Ramona Brown 
 
Household Prayer: Morning 
Gracious and loving God, we give you thanks for 
protection through the night and for your 
presence throughout the day. Clothe us with 
mercy toward those we meet. Render us the 
courage and calm we need to face the tasks of 
the present and to prepare for the challenges to 
come. Guard us this day so that we learn to give 
thanks at all times. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s liturgist is Mark Armesto. 
 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Summer worship begins on June 30 with 
worship moving to the Chapel at 10:00 AM. This 
schedule will be in place through September 1. 

 
BRAIN MUSEUM TOUR POSTPONED 

The event originally scheduled for today after 
worship has been postponed to due a scheduling 
change at the museum. It will be rescheduled for 
the  fa l l .  Contac t  L iz  Kamke a t 
eksk476@gmail.com with any questions. 

 
ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

Rev. John Long has provided two articles on the 
topic of immigration that may be of interest. 
Copies are available on the information table in 
the Narthex. 

 
JUNE BOOK GROUP GATHERING 

Thursday, June 27 at 6:00 PM 
at the home of Joyce Young 

Book to discuss: All But My Life  
by Gerda Weismann Klein 

Bring a dish to share! 
 

PRESBYTERIAN PLANNING CALENDER 
The Presbytery of WNY offers Presbyterian 
Planning Calendars at a discounted rate of $9. 
This helpful tool includes lectionary readings, 
special liturgical dates, and more. To get a 
copy, contact Christina Banas in the Church 
Off ice at 884-7250, ext.  201 or 
cbanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org by July 1. 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY, JUNE 23, 2019 
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Household Prayer: Evening 
Almighty and gracious God, we give you thanks for 
this day of work and play, for study and chores, for 
time with our family and friends, and for time to be 
alone. Bring us now to the peace of mind that lets us 
rest in you. 
Refresh us with your care so that we may rise in the 
morning with joy. Amen. 

FIRST CHURCH STAFF LIST 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes, Pastor 
 RevKen@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 203 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D.,  
 Parish Associate for Community Outreach 
 johnrlong17@verizon.net 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 204 

Christina Banas, Communications & Office Manager
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 201 
 

Rama Salim, Custodial & Security Assistant 
 RSalim@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 202 
 

Cory Connell, Maintenance Coordinator 
Church Office Voicemail extension 200 
 email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
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Church Calendar for the Week 

Sunday, June 23 
 11:00 a.m. Worship, Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 11:15 a.m. Sunday school — Classrooms 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time  — Narthex 
 
Monday, June 24 
 6:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Group at Eggertsville-Snyder Library 
  
Tuesday, June 25 
 12:30 p.m. Food Bag Assistance — Historical Hall 
 7:30 p.m. Friends of Harmony rehearsal — Sanctuary 
 
Wednesday, June 26 
 10:00 a.m. Staff meeting — Pastor’s Study 
 4:30 p.m. Literacy tutoring — Chapel 
 6:00-9:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for graduation at Kleinhans 
 
Thursday, June 27   
 3:00-7:00 p.m. Native Offerings Crop Share Pickup — Courtyard 
 6:00 p.m. Book Group gathering at Joyce Young’s home 
 6:00-9:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for graduation at Kleinhans 
 
Friday, June 28 
 6:00-9:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for graduation at Kleinhans 
 
Saturday, June 29 
 1:00-4:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for graduation at Kleinhans 
 5:00-8:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for graduation at Kleinhans 
 
Sunday, June 30 
 11:00 a.m. Worship, Elder Mark Armesto preaching — Sanctuary 
 11:15 a.m. Sunday school — Classrooms 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time  — Narthex 
 1:00-4:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for graduation at Kleinhans 
 5:00-8:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for graduation at Kleinhans 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

BOARD OF DEACONS  
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Gifty Koramoah (2) 
June McGrath (1) 

Denis Wettlaufer (1) 
 

Class of 2020 
India Asplundh (1) 
Barry Farmer (1) 

Madeline Mason-Brandon (2) 
Suzanne Pilon (1) 

Lou Ann Luther Riegle (2) 
 

Class of 2021 
Mary Field (2) 
Jim McKeel (1) 
Sheila Miller (2) 

Shannon Rogers (1) 
 
 
 

SESSION 
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Mark Armesto (1) 
Don Houck (1) 
Liz Kamke (1) 

Maria Oakley (2) 
 

Class of 2020 
Lucas Lloyd (2) 

Janet Hill (1) Clerk 
Henry Porter (2) 
Sue Snyder (2) 

 
Class of 2021 
John Darby (2)  
Jean Hess (1) 
Tina Osei (1) 

 
Officers of the Corporation 

Michael Henry, President 
Rebecca Whipple, Vice President 

Mark Armesto, Treasurer 
Janet Hill, Secretary 

 


