
  

 

First Presbyterian Church 
(716) 884-7250  ▪  Fax: (716) 884-7253 

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org  ▪  www.firstchurchbuffalo.org 

Facebook.com/1stChurchBuffalo  ▪  Twitter @1stChurchBflo 
 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of 

metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ through worshiping 

God, fostering spiritual growth, and serving the community. 

Trinity Sunday 

Father’s Day 

June 16, 2019 
 

Wherever ◊ appears, you are asked to stand if you are able to do so. 

Text in bold print indicates congregational responses. 
 

Prelude Suite for Organ Charles Callahan 
 

Welcome and News of the Community   
 

Minute for Mission  Elder Maria Oakley 
 

◊Call to Worship 

Holy, holy, holy God, we worship and adore you—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Today in worship we long for a glimpse of your glory, seen perfectly in Christ, our 

Lord. 

As we worship, may we gain new insight about the mystery and wonder of your love. 

And may we sense new ways to mirror that love in our world, through Christ, our 

Lord. 

Let us worship Father, Son, and Holy Spirit! 
 

◊Hymn 138 “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!” Nicaea 
 

Children’s Message  Elder Oakley 
 

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, time and again we are left exhausted by our finite 

minds’ effort to grasp your infinite Being. We are humbled and thankful you have revealed 

so much of yourself to us: a Father who creates and provides, who reaches out in electing 

love and embraces us. A Son who shares in our humanity, who died and rose that we may 

reign with him. A Spirit who opens our minds and hearts, who brings us into trinitarian 

truth. Lead us to own this mystery; teach us to live the Trinity. Amen. 
. 
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Confession of Pardon   
By faith in Jesus Christ, are given access to the grace of God. Standing in that grace, we now 

confess our sins before God, seeking forgiveness and peace. 

(Sung) Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Let us pray: 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great 

compassion blot out my wrong-doing. Wash away all my offenses and cleanse me from 

my sin. Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a faithful spirit within me. Do not 

cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of 

your salvation and give me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
 

Friends, we are still standing in the grace of Christ. Because God’s love has been poured 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, we are set free to love God and neighbor, and to 

work for the reconciliation of the world. Thanks be to God! 

 

◊Canticle  “Glory to the Father” Richard Wetzel 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as in the beginning, so now, and forever. Amen. 
 

◊Passing the Peace  

In Jesus Christ we know God's forgiveness and peace! Let us share that peace with one 

another. The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

First Scripture Reading Proverbs 8:1-3, 22-31 OT pages 590-591 
 

Hymn 162 “O Lord, Our God, How Excellent” Winchester Old 

(verses 1 and 5) 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Second Scripture Reading John 16:12-15 NT page 110 
 

Sermon “Seeking the Trinity, As Best We Can”  

Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes 
 

◊Hymn 133 “All Glory Be to God on High” Allein Gott in Der Höh’ 
 

◊Affirmation of Faith   Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended 

into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
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Lord's Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Invitation to the Offertory    
Let us return to God a portion of all that we have been given, with joyous and glad abandon. 

 

Offertory Deep River arr. H. T. Burleigh 
Emily Helenbrook, soprano 

 

◊Doxology 591  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

◊Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Through these offerings, may the love of God spill over in glad abundance to bring relief, 

renewal, and hope to those in need. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

 

◊Hymn 139 “Come, Thou Almighty King” Italian Hymn 
 

◊Charge & Benediction 

 

Postlude Fugue in G Minor J. S. Bach 
   

♦♦♦♦ 

FIRST CHURCH STAFF LIST 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes, Pastor 
 RevKen@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 203 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D.,  
 Parish Associate for Community Outreach 
 johnrlong17@verizon.net 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 204 

Christina Banas, Communications & Office Manager
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 201 
 

Rama Salim, Custodial & Security Assistant 
 RSalim@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 202 
 

Cory Connell, Maintenance Coordinator 
Church Office Voicemail extension 200 
 email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
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JUNE BOOK GROUP GATHERING 
Thursday, June 27 at 6:00 PM 
at the home of Joyce Young 

Book to discuss: All But My Life  
by Gerda Weismann Klein 

Bring a dish to share! 
 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Summer worship begins on June 30 with 
worship moving to the Chapel at 10:00 AM. This 
schedule will be in place through September 1. 

 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

The Prayer Shawl ministry group meets Mondays 
at 6:30 PM at the Eggertsville-Snyder Library 
(4622 Main St. in Snyder just past Harlem Rd.) 
Anyone is welcome, and yarn can be provided.  

 
JOYS & CONCERNS 

 The family of José Gomez in mourning 
 Cleo Alexander mourning the death of her 

sister, Ruby Siggers 
 Jeff Wichtowski 
 Doug recovering from bypass surgery 
 Carlton Brownell at home 
 Roch & Pat Harmon 
 Alan McCausland  
 Bob Kerwin 
 Elaine Tinch 
 Ramona Brown 
 
Household Prayer: Morning 
Creator God, I wake this morning to the beauty of 
the world as though it were the first morning of 
creation. As the light of the sun rises on all that 
you have made, I pray that my spirit may rise 
also. Help me to be ready to greet you however 

Today’s liturgist is Elder Mark Armesto. 
 
The flowers are given to the glory of God and in 
loving memory of Miriam Swanson by her son 
Craig.  
 

FATHER’S DAY SPECIAL EVENT 
Today after worship in the chapel enjoy delicious 
cake provided by Women’s Association. There 
will also be a special raffle for 2 day passes to 
the Tall Ships event coming to Canalside July 4 
weekend! 

 
BRAIN MUSEUM TOUR POSTPONED 

The event originally scheduled for Sunday, June 
23 after worship has been postponed to due a 
scheduling change at the museum. It will be 
rescheduled for the fall. Contact Liz Kamke at 
eksk476@gmail.com with any questions. 

 
ARTICLES OF INTEREST 

Rev. John Long has provided two articles on the 
topic of immigration that may be of interest. 
Copies are available on the information table in 
the Narthex. 

 
SUMMER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Monday, June 17 
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR JOSE GOMEZ 
Saturday, June 22 at 11:00 AM in the sanctuary 

Reception to follow in the chapel. 
Volunteers are needed to help with set up, clean 
up, and to bring pastries or salad. See the sign 
up sheet on the information table in the Narthex. 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY, JUNE 16, 2019 
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and in whomever you make yourself known to me 
today. Help me to pause in moments of this day to 
glimpse the beauty you have made, offered as gift 
and sign of your abiding presence. I entrust myself 
and those I love to you this day, 
knowing that you promise to be with us always. In 
your holy, triune name I pray. Amen. 
 
Household Prayer: Evening 
O God, my Advocate and Comforter, I rest in you. 
The evening falls and the darkness does not 
overcome me, for you are my light. You are the 
Light of the world. I bring to you the passing cares of 
this day, and the deeper cares of my life and those I 
love. Breathe peace on all that stirs in me and whirls 
around me. Breathe peace into every troubled place 
and person this night. Shine on us, in us, and 
through us. I know that when I awake, I will still be 
with you, Holy One who is Source, Word, and 
Wisdom. Amen. 
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Church Calendar for the Week 

Sunday, June 16  Father’s Day 
 11:00 a.m. Worship, Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 11:15 a.m. Sunday school — Classrooms 
 12:00 p.m. Special Fellowship Time with cake & Tall Ships raffle — Chapel 
 
Monday, June 17  Summer newsletter deadline 
 6:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Group at Eggertsville-Snyder Library 
  
Tuesday, June 18 
 12:30 p.m. Food Bag Assistance — Historical Hall 
 7:30 p.m. Friends of Harmony rehearsal — Sanctuary 
 
Wednesday, June 19 
 10:00 a.m. Staff meeting — Pastor’s Study 
 4:30 p.m. Literacy tutoring — Chapel 
 7:00 p.m. Session meeting — Houghton Library 
 
Thursday, June 20   
 3:00-7:00 p.m. Native Offerings Crop Share Pickup — Courtyard 
 
Friday, June 21 
 6:00-10:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for graduation at Kleinhans 
 
Saturday, June 22   
 11:00 a.m. Memorial service for Jose Gomez — Sanctuary 
  Reception to follow in the Chapel 
 
Sunday, June 23 
 11:00 a.m. Worship, Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 11:15 a.m. Sunday school — Classrooms 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time  — Narthex 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

BOARD OF DEACONS  
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Gifty Koramoah (2) 
June McGrath (1) 

Denis Wettlaufer (1) 
 

Class of 2020 
India Asplundh (1) 
Barry Farmer (1) 

Madeline Mason-Brandon (2) 
Suzanne Pilon (1) 

Lou Ann Luther Riegle (2) 
 

Class of 2021 
Mary Field (2) 
Jim McKeel (1) 
Sheila Miller (2) 

Shannon Rogers (1) 
 
 
 

SESSION 
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Mark Armesto (1) 
Don Houck (1) 
Liz Kamke (1) 

Maria Oakley (2) 
 

Class of 2020 
Lucas Lloyd (2) 

Janet Hill (1) Clerk 
Henry Porter (2) 
Sue Snyder (2) 

 
Class of 2021 
John Darby (2)  
Jean Hess (1) 
Tina Osei (1) 

 
Officers of the Corporation 

Michael Henry, President 
Rebecca Whipple, Vice President 

Mark Armesto, Treasurer 
Janet Hill, Secretary 

 


