
  

 

First Presbyterian Church 
(716) 884-7250  ▪  Fax: (716) 884-7253 

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org  ▪  www.firstchurchbuffalo.org 

Facebook.com/1stChurchBuffalo  ▪  Twitter @1stChurchBflo 
 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of 

metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ through worshiping 

God, fostering spiritual growth, and serving the community. 

7th Sunday of Easter  

Ascension of the Lord 

June 2, 2019 
 

Wherever ◊ appears, you are asked to stand if you are able to do so. 

Text in bold print indicates congregational responses. 
 

Prelude Prelude on Capel Leo Sowerby 
 

Welcome and News of the Community   
 

Choral Introit  
The spirit of the Lord filleth the world. O come, O come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

 

◊Call to Worship 

Jesus sent forth the twelve into the world.  

As God’s people, we are sent forth into the world. 

Jesus gave authority and power to those whom he sent. 

As God’s people, we have authority and power as we go. 

Jesus instructed them to proclaim that the kingdom is near. 

As God’s people, we proclaim the kingdom of heaven has come near. 

Let us worship the Lord! 
 

◊Hymn 142 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” Diadem 
 

Children’s Message  Elder Lucas Lloyd 
 

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

O God, who opens our prison doors and releases us from our faults, keep us near to you in 

the hours of each day that by the power of the prayer Jesus prays for us and the light of your 

Word we might drink of your living water, know true joy, and serve you to the end of time. 

Amen. 
 

Confession of Pardon   
The Lord calls to each one of us, telling us to go, listen, speak, and serve. Yet there are times 

when we can’t get out of our own way. Still, when we confess our stumblings, God picks us 

up and ushers us forward. So, let us name how we’ve fallen, that God might help us up and 

out into the world. 
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(Sung) Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Let us pray: 

Liberating God, you tell us to go and serve the least of these: to feed the hungry, clothe 

the naked, heal the sick, mend the brokenhearted. Instead of heeding your call, we 

focus only on ourselves.  Show us what it means to love others. Help us to share your 

story of amazing grace and abundant mercy. Guide our feet, Lord, that we might 

follow in the footsteps of the one true servant, Jesus Christ, our Lord, through whom 

we pray. Amen. 
 

In the compassion of the God who prays for us, with us, and in us, we are forgiven, for the 

sake of the one who was sent to show us the face of love, one with the Father and with us.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

◊Canticle  “Glory to the Father” Richard Wetzel 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as in the beginning, so now, and forever. Amen. 
 

◊Passing the Peace  

In Jesus Christ we know God's forgiveness and peace! Let us share that peace with one 

another. The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

First Scripture Reading Luke 24:45-53 NT page 90 
 

Anthem  See the Land, Her Easter Keeping Alice Jordan 
See the land, her Easter keeping, Rises as her Maker rose; Seeds so long in darkness sleeping, Burst 

at last from winter’s snows. Earth with heav’n above rejoices; Fields and gardens hail the spring, 

Hills and woodlands ring with voices. All creatures sing: Alleluia! See the land, see the land her 

Easter keeping.   

—Charles Kingsley, 1819-1873 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Second Scripture Reading Acts 1:6-14 NT page 118 
 

Sermon “Staring Into Space” Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes 
 

◊Hymn 141 “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” Deo Gracias 
 

◊Affirmation of Faith    
In the death of Jesus Christ 

God’s way in the world seemed finally defeated. 

But Christ has been raised from the dead, 

 transformed and yet the same person. 

In his resurrection is the promise of ours. 

We are convinced that the life God wills for each of us 

is stronger than the death that destroys us. 

The glory of that life exceeds our imagination 

but we know we shall be with Christ. 
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So we treat death as a broken power. Its ultimate defeat is certain. 

In the face of death we grieve. Yet in hope we celebrate life. 

No life ends so tragically that its meaning and value are destroyed. 

Nothing, not even death, can separate us 

from the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Lord's Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offertory    
Give now with generous hearts that all people may hear God’s Word and be helped by the 

work of this church. 

 

Offertory If Ye Love Me Thomas Tallis 
If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another 

comforter, that he may abide with you forever, e’en the spirit of truth. 
 

◊Doxology 591  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

◊Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Gracious and giving God, you are the One who first has given to us all that we need for life. 

Guide us to use what we now gather for the well-being of your church, for those in need of 

shelter and food, for all who suffer for want of your Word, and for nurturing faith in your 

people. In the name of Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

 

◊Hymn 150 “Come, Christians, Join to Sing” Madrid 
 

◊Charge & Benediction 

 

Postlude Fugue on Foundation Janet Linker 

   
 

♦♦♦♦ 
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ALLENTOWN ARTS FESTIVAL  
NEXT WEEKEND 

The Allentown Arts Festival will take place next 
weekend, June 8-9. Please note that the festival 
closes Allen & Wadsworth Streets, as well as 
Delaware Avenue south of North Street. Please 
allow extra time to get to church. 

 
BRAIN MUSEUM TOUR 

An in-depth visit to a unique facility 
Sunday, June 23 after worship 

Brain facts: 
 The human brain weighs 3 pounds 
 It is comprised of 60% of fat and is one of 

the fattest organs in the human body 
 Human brain has the capacity to generate 

approximately 23 watts of power when 
awake. 

 The blood vessels that are present in the 
brain are almost 100,000 miles in length. 

 

The human brain is the command center for the 
body’s nervous system. Learn about this vital 
organ on a private tour at the UB South Campus. 
After worship enjoy a light lunch, then caravan to 
the Brain Museum (the only one of its kind in the 
nation) for a private tour. Questions? Contact Liz 
Kamke at eksk476@gmail.com.  

 
NETWORK OF RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES 

ANNUAL APPRECIATION DINNER 
Thursday, June 13 at 6:00 PM 

at Samuel’s Grand Manor 
Tickets are $45. Call 882-4793 to purchase. 

 
 
 

Today’s liturgist is Lucas Lloyd. 
 

TODAY IS FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY 
The first Sunday of the month is designated 
“Food Pantry Sunday.” Donations of canned 
goods can be placed in the cart on the Narthex. 
Monetary donations to the Lyon Food Pantry are 
also appreciated. First Church feeds an average 
of 20 hungry people every Tuesday, right here in 
our neighborhood. This is an opportunity for 
hands-on mission that helps many.  
 

Handy grocery lists are available in the 
Narthex to keep with you or give to a friend! 

 
WEDDING SHOWER 

for Lucas Lloyd & Connie Foster 
Sunday, June 9 after worship 

in the Houghton library 
Light refreshments and cake will be served. 

Find their registry at: 
https://www.zola.com/wedding/constanceandlucas 

 
PENTECOST 

Next Sunday, June 9 
Worship and communion at 11:00 AM 
The birthday of the Church! Wear red! 

 
PENTECOST OFFERING 

Next Sunday a special offering will be collected 
for the PC(USA) annual Pentecost offering. Forty 
percent of dollars raised will remain with First 
Church for mission work to be designated by the 
Session. 

 
 
 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 2019 

https://www.zola.com/wedding/constanceandlucas
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FIRST CHURCH STAFF LIST 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes, Pastor 
 RevKen@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 203 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D.,  
 Parish Associate for Community Outreach 
 johnrlong17@verizon.net 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 204 

Christina Banas, Communications & Office Manager
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 201 
 

Rama Salim, Custodial & Security Assistant 
 RSalim@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 202 
 

Cory Connell, Maintenance Coordinator 
Church Office Voicemail extension 200 
 email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
The Prayer Shawl ministry group meets Mondays at 
6:30 PM at the Eggertsville-Snyder Library (4622 
Main St. in Snyder just past Harlem Rd.) Anyone is 
welcome, and yarn can be provided.  

 
JOYS & CONCERNS 

 Doug recovering from bypass surgery 
 Carlton Brownell at Elderwood Lancaster 
 José Gomez 
 Roch & Pat Harmon 
 Alan McCausland  
 Jeff Wichtowski 
 Bob Kerwin 
 Elaine Tinch 
 Ramona Brown 
 

KLEINHANS RAMP 
Please note, parking on the Kleinhans ramp on 
Sunday mornings is no longer permitted. Please use 
the church lot, street parking, or the Gateway-
Longview lot on Wadsworth St. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Household Prayer: Morning 
Good and gracious God, we rise with the morning 
light to give you thanks for rest and dreams, for 
warmth and safety, for the delight we have again 
today in a life filled with your goodness. Keep us in 
your care this day that we may walk in your path, 
glad for our friends, praying for our enemies, and 
eager to hear your Word; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
Household Prayer: Evening 
Merciful God, for all that we have done and failed to 
do this day we turn to you for respite. Forgive us for 
having shunned your desires; rejoice with us over 
moments that have filled us with joy. Bless your 
people in every land with peace. Protect us now 
through the night that we may wake again to praise 
your name. Let the Holy Spirit abide in this house. 
Amen. 
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Church Calendar for the Week 

Sunday, June 2  Food Pantry Sunday 
 11:00 a.m. Worship, Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 11:15 a.m. Children’s Sunday School — Classrooms 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time — Narthex 
 12:00 p.m. Board of Deacons meeting — Houghton Library 
 1:00-4:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 
 
Monday, June 3 
 6:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Group at Eggertsville-Snyder Library 
 7:00 p.m. Explore Buffalo Open Doors training — Sanctuary 
 
Tuesday, June 4 
 12:30 p.m. Food Bag Assistance — Historical Hall 
 1:00 p.m. Explore Buffalo Open Doors training — Sanctuary 
 6:00 p.m. One Symphony Circle Board meeting — Historical Hall 
 7:30 p.m. Friends of Harmony rehearsal — Sanctuary 
 
Wednesday, June 5 
 10:00 a.m. Staff meeting — Pastor’s Study 
 1:00 p.m. CMO Committee Meeting — Historical Hall 
 1:00 p.m. Membership Committee meeting — Amos Callender Meeting Space 
 4:30 p.m. Literacy tutoring — Chapel 
 5:30 p.m. Gay Bingo Board meeting — Historical Hall 
 
Thursday, June 6   
 3:00-7:00 p.m. Native Offerings Crop Share Pickup — Courtyard 
 
Friday, June 7 
 6:00-10:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 
 
Saturday, June 8  Allentown Arts Festival 
 6:00-10:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 
 
Sunday, June 9  Pentecost  |  Nametag Sunday  |  Allentown Arts Festival 
 11:00 a.m. Worship & Communion,  
  Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 12:00 p.m. Wedding shower for Lucas & Connie — Houghton Library 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

BOARD OF DEACONS  
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Gifty Koramoah (2) 
June McGrath (1) 

Denis Wettlaufer (1) 
 

Class of 2020 
India Asplundh (1) 
Barry Farmer (1) 

Madeline Mason-Brandon (2) 
Suzanne Pilon (1) 

Lou Ann Luther Riegle (2) 
 

Class of 2021 
Mary Field (2) 
Jim McKeel (1) 
Sheila Miller (2) 

Shannon Rogers (1) 
 
 
 

SESSION 
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Mark Armesto (1) 
Don Houck (1) 
Liz Kamke (1) 

Maria Oakley (2) 
 

Class of 2020 
Lucas Lloyd (2) 

Janet Hill (1) Clerk 
Henry Porter (2) 
Sue Snyder (2) 

 
Class of 2021 
John Darby (2)  
Jose Gomez (1) 
Jean Hess (1) 
Tina Osei (1) 

 
Officers of the Corporation 

Michael Henry, President 
Rebecca Whipple, Vice President 

Mark Armesto, Treasurer 
Janet Hill, Secretary 


