
  

 

First Presbyterian Church 
(716) 884-7250  ▪  Fax: (716) 884-7253 

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org  ▪  www.firstchurchbuffalo.org 

Facebook.com/1stChurchBuffalo  ▪  Twitter @1stChurchBflo 
 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of 

metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ through worshiping 

God, fostering spiritual growth, and serving the community. 

2nd Sunday of Easter  

April 28, 2019 
 

Wherever ◊ appears, you are asked to stand if you are able to do so. 

Text in bold print indicates congregational responses. 
 

Prelude Variations on Mold me, O God, After Thy Goodness J. G. Walther 
 

Welcome and News of the Community   
 

Minute for Witness  Elder Liz Kamke 
  

Choral Introit  
The spirit of the Lord filleth the world. O come, O come let us adore him. Alleluia. 

 

◊Call to Worship 

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!  

Alleluia! Celebrate God in this sacred space! Celebrate God in all places under heaven!  

Give praise for God’s mighty deeds! Give praise for God’s resurrecting power!  
Praise God with a fanfare of trumpets. Praise God with the harp and the cello!  

Praise God with tambourines and dancing! Praise God with flutes and guitars!  

Praise God with cymbals and drums! Let everything with life and breath praise God!  
 

◊Hymn 104 “Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!” Hymn to Joy 
 

Children’s Message  
 

◊Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

God of the Resurrection, you open the tomb and invite us to sing and dance in the new life 

you give us. In Jesus Christ, whose wounds are glorified in resurrection, touch our wounds 

that they may be transformed into channels of healing for others. In the name of Jesus we 

pray. Amen. 
 

Confession of Pardon   
When we keep our fears and faults locked up inside us, it is hard to be healed and receive 

new life. So let us open ourselves to God in confession, trusting the Lord’s desire to give us 

peace. 

(Sung) Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us. Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Let us pray: 

God of the empty tomb and our empty hearts, when we are afraid to speak our faith in 

the world, forgive us and help us to find our voice. When we are afraid to forgive and 

to love again, forgive us and give us the power to forgive. When we are afraid to stand 

up to misguided authority, join with the weak to make us all strong. When we are 

confined by our hurts, touch us with your wounded hands and set us free. When we are 

locked behind our doubts and fears, pass through our barricades, open our hearts, and 

give us peace. Amen. 

Christ comes with healing light into our locked places and shadowy hurts, resurrecting our 

spirits and breathing into us new life. As God’s own forgiven people, go to bring peace, 

forgiveness, and new life to the world in the name of Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God! 
 

◊Canticle  “Glory to the Father” Richard Wetzel 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as in the beginning, so now, and forever. Amen. 
 

◊Passing the Peace  

In Jesus Christ we know God's forgiveness and peace! Let us share that peace with one 

another. The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

First Scripture Reading Revelation 1:4-8 NT pages 247-248 
 

Anthem The Joyful Eastertide Alec Wyton  
This joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow. My love, the crucified, hath sprung to life this 

morrow. Had Christ, that once was slain, Ne’er burst his three-day prison, our faith had been in vain: 

but now hath Christ a risen. My flesh in hope shall rest, and for a season slumber: till trump from 

east to west shall wake the dead in number. Had Christ, that once was slain, Ne’er burst his three-day 

prison, our faith had been in vain: but now hath Christ a risen. Death’s flood hath lost his chill, since 

Jesus cross’d the river: lover of souls, from ill my passing soul deliver. Had Christ, that once was 

slain, ne’er burst his three-day prison, our faith had been in vain: but now hath Christ arisen. 

— G. R. Woodward 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Second Scripture Reading Acts 5:27-32 NT page 123 
 

Sermon “Standing Orders” Elder Don Houck 
 

◊Hymn 111 “Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing!” Gelobt Sei Gott 
 

◊Affirmation of Faith   Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended 

into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 



3 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Lord's Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to the Offertory    
God gives new life to all that is, including ourselves and all that sustains us. So let our tithes 

and offerings be our songs of praise and thanksgiving in response to the God who loves us 

and frees us! 

 

Offertory Récits Louis-Nicolas Clérambault 
 

◊Doxology 591  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

◊Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Holy One, bless our offerings and transform them into healing for the wounded, hope for the 

disheartened, courage for the frightened, and faith for the embittered. In the name of Jesus 

Christ, your faithful witness, the first resurrected, and ruler of the sovereigns of the earth. 

Amen. 
 

◊Hymn 121 “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” Puer Nobis Nascitur 
 

◊Charge & Benediction 

 

◊Postlude Prelude in G J. S. Bach 

   
 

♦♦♦♦ 
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WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION BASKET RAFFLE 
What theme will you have for the basket raffle on 
Mother’s Day, May 12? What would you like to 
win? Picture frames, CDs, prayer shawl supplies, 
barbecue things, hot pads and recipes, birthday 
party— the list is endless! 
 

KLEINHANS RAMP 
Please note, parking on the Kleinhans ramp on 
Sunday mornings is no longer permitted. Please 
use the church lot, street parking, or the Gateway
-Longview lot on Wadsworth St. 
 

JOYS & CONCERNS 
 Rev. Elena Delgado recovering from a brain 

bleed 
 Christopher, with cancer 
 Judy, for peace 
 Laurie B., for guidance for health issues and 

transportation problems. 
 José Gomez undergoing liver cancer treatment 
 Dale B., recovering from a traumatic brain 

injury. 
 Roch & Pat Harmon 
 Susan Cummings 
 Alan McCausland  
 Jeff Wichtowski 
 John Burgess 
 Bob Kerwin 
 Elaine Tinch 
 Ramona Brown 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s liturgist is Rev. John R. Long, D.D. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
During her Minute for Witness, Elder Liz Kamke 
will speak about two upcoming events. Please 
sign up to volunteer if you are able. We won’t be 
able to participate in these events without many 
helping hands! 

 
SPRING NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Monday, April 29 
 

PASTOR’S VACATION SCHEDULE 
Dr. Hughes is on vacation and will return to the 
office tomorrow, April 29. Pastoral care 
coverage is being provided by Rev. John Long 
(877-6896) 

 
NEXT WEEK IS FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY 

The first Sunday of the month is designated 
“Food Pantry Sunday.” Donations of canned 
goods can be placed in the cart on the Narthex. 
Monetary donations to the Lyon Food Pantry are 
also appreciated. First Church feeds an average 
of 20 hungry people every Tuesday, right here in 
our neighborhood. This is an opportunity for 
hands-on mission that helps many.  
 

Handy grocery lists are available in the 
Narthex to keep with you or give to a friend! 

 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

The Prayer Shawl ministry group meets Mondays 
at 6:30 PM at the Eggertsville-Snyder Library 
(4622 Main St. in Snyder just past Harlem Rd.) 
Anyone is welcome, and yarn can be provided.  

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 2019 
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FIRST CHURCH STAFF LIST 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes, Pastor 
 RevKen@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 203 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D.,  
 Parish Associate for Community Outreach 
 johnrlong17@verizon.net 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 204 

Christina Banas, Business Manager 
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 201 
 

Rama Salim, Security & Maintenance Coordinator
 RSalim@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 202 
 

 

Church Office Voicemail extension 200 
 email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 

Household Prayer: Morning 
Gracious God, you are the God who is and was and 
is to be. Thank you that Christ has freed us to be a 
kingdom of priests serving you and your world. Give 
me a deeper sense, as I move through this day, of 
what it means to say that you are my “Alpha and 
Omega,” my A to Z. Amen. 
 
Household Prayer: Evening 
Jesus, tonight I remember that your gospel gives me 
the power to forgive any and all, through the gift of 
your Holy Spirit, and that includes forgiving myself. 
Breathe your peace into me so that even if I pierced 
you today, I can still see you coming to embrace me 
with your freedom and love this night. Amen. 
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Church Calendar for the Week 

Sunday, April 28  Nametag Sunday 
 11:00 a.m. Worship, Elder Don Houck preaching — Sanctuary 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time — Narthex 
 
Monday, April 29  Spring Newsletter deadline 
 6:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Group at Eggertsville-Snyder Library 
 
Tuesday, April 30 
 12:30 p.m. Food Bag Assistance — Historical Hall 
 7:30 p.m. Friends of Harmony rehearsal — Sanctuary 
 
Wednesday, May 1 
 10:00 a.m. Staff meeting — Pastor’s Study 
 4:30 p.m. Literacy tutoring — Chapel 
 
Thursday, May 2  No events 
 
Friday, May 3 
 6:00-10:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 
 
Saturday, May 4 
 6:00-10:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 
 
Sunday, May 5  Food Pantry Sunday 
 11:00 a.m. Worship & Communion,  
  Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time — Narthex 
 12:00 p.m. Board of Deacons meeting — Houghton Library 
 1:00-4:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 



7 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

BOARD OF DEACONS  
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Gifty Koramoah (2) 
June McGrath (1) 

Denis Wettlaufer (1) 
 

Class of 2020 
India Asplundh (1) 
Barry Farmer (1) 

Madeline Mason-Brandon (2) 
Suzanne Pilon (1) 

Lou Ann Luther Riegle (2) 
 

Class of 2021 
Mary Field (2) 
Jim McKeel (1) 
Sheila Miller (2) 

Shannon Rogers (1) 
 
 
 

SESSION 
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Mark Armesto (1) 
Don Houck (1) 
Liz Kamke (1) 

Maria Oakley (2) 
 

Class of 2020 
Lucas Lloyd (2) 

Janet Hill (1) Clerk 
Henry Porter (2) 
Sue Snyder (2) 

 
Class of 2021 
John Darby (2)  
Jose Gomez (1) 
Jean Hess (1) 
Tina Osei (1) 

 
Officers of the Corporation 

Michael Henry, President 
Rebecca Whipple, Vice President 

Mark Armesto, Treasurer 
Janet Hill, Secretary 
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