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First Presbyterian Church 
(716) 884-7250  ▪  Fax: (716) 884-7253 

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org  ▪  www.firstchurchbuffalo.org 

“Like” us Facebook: “First Presbyterian Church of Buffalo, NY”  
Follow us Twitter & Instagram: @1stChurchBflo 

 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of 

metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ through worshiping 

God, fostering spiritual growth, and serving the community. 

Maundy Thursday 

April 18, 2019 
 

Wherever ◊ appears, you are asked to stand if you are able to do so. 

Text in bold print indicates congregational responses. 
 

Prelude 
 

◊Call to Worship 

Beside the gate, a woman asked Simon Peter if he was a disciple of Jesus.  

He said, “I am not.”  

Later they asked him again, “You are not also one of his disciples, are you?”  

Peter denied it and said, “I am not.”  

Then one of the slaves of the high priest asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?”  

Again, Peter denied it. 
 

◊Hymn 76 “My Song Is Love Unknown”  Love Unknown 

(verses 1, 4, and 5) 
 

◊Prayer of the Day 

God of love, during Holy Week, we give you thanks for this night Jesus shared with his 

disciples. Between the public parade and the public charade is this intimate hour. Though even 

now we do not fully understand, we long to follow his example: to serve as he served, to love 

as he loved. Jesus promised that if we know these things and do them, we will be 

blessed. Though we betray and deny, we still come seeking a blessing, for this much we do 

know: we cannot live unless you bless us. Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading: John 13:1-11  
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from 

this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them 

to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray 

him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 

and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his 

outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to 

wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came 

to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, 
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‘You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter said to him, 

‘You will never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with 

me.’ Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 

head!’ Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but 

is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.’ For he knew who was to betray 

him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’  
 

Hymn 99 “Throned Upon the Awful Tree”  Arfon 

(verses 1 and 3) 
 

Reflection “The Hour Is Come”  Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes 
 

Hymn 78 “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”  Martyrdom 

(verse 1) 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

Invitation to the Table 

Friends, this is the Table of the Lord. From the night of his arrest through succeeding 

generations, Jesus’ disciples have continued to come to the Table for this holy meal. As he 

did that night in Jerusalem, so ever since in all times and places, We are included in this 

feast, whether we are filled with faith or emptied by doubt; whether we are first among 

saints, last among scoundrels, or somewhere in between. In bread broken and cup poured 

out, we remember the full extent of Christ’s love for us and give thanks. Come, let us join 

the whole communion of saints as we keep the feast. 
 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
 

The Minister continues and says: 

You sent your Son Jesus for the healing of the world that we might learn to follow his life of 

humility and share in the joy of his glorious resurrection. And so we praise you as we say: 
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The Minister continues and says: 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and juice, that the 

bread we break and the cup we bless may be for us the communion of the body and blood 

of Christ. Unite us with Christ in his suffering that we may also know his glory, and join 

our voices to his in the prayer he gave to the church universal: 
 

Lord's Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Communion of the People 
 

Hymn 97 “Go to Dark Gethsemane”  Redhead 
 

Prayer after Communion  

O Lord our God, we rise from this table knowing a love beyond our deserving. Thank you 

for giving us a place at your table; for serving us the bread of life; for offering to us, even to 

us, the cup of salvation. In humility and hope, we go now into the night. Amen. 

 

Following the prayer, the Chapel is stripped.   

Upon extinguishing of the last candle, the congregation departs in silence. 
 

 

 
 ♦♦♦♦ 

 
  


