
  

 

First Presbyterian Church 
(716) 884-7250  ▪  Fax: (716) 884-7253 

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org  ▪  www.firstchurchbuffalo.org 

Facebook.com/1stChurchBuffalo  ▪  Twitter @1stChurchBflo 
 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of 

metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ through worshiping 

God, fostering spiritual growth, and serving the community. 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

April 7, 2019 
 

Wherever ◊ appears, you are asked to stand if you are able to do so. 

Text in bold print indicates congregational responses. 
 

Prelude Psalm-Prelude Herbert Howells 

But the meek shall inherit the land, and delight themselves in abundant prosperity—Psalm 37, v11 
 

Welcome and News of the Community 
 

Choral Introit  The Lord hath visited and redeemed us. 

O come, O come, let us adore him. Let us adore him. 
 

◊Call to Worship (from Psalm 126) 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 

We were like those who dream. 

Then our mouth was filled with laughter and shouts of joy. 

We rejoiced: “The Lord has done great things for us.” 

May those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 

Come home with joy, carrying their sheaves. 

Let us worship the Lord! 
 

◊Hymn 457 “I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art” Toulon 
 

children’s Message  Elder Maria Oakley 
 

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

Creator God, you have formed us as your own, so whether we are weeping or laughing, 

dreaming or shouting for joy, we are always coming home to you. For all this and more, we 

thank you in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Confession and Pardon 

If we ask God to restore us to the way we have been, then we have not asked for as much as 

God intends to give. God is not content simply to return or restore us to former things. With 

confidence in God’s generosity, we confess our sins and seek the new life offered in Jesus 

Christ. 
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(sung) Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Let us pray: 

Purifying God, we do not always welcome the new life you offer in Christ, for you 

overturn our notions of power and protocol. Sure of our own righteousness, we are 

critical of others. Wanting to control our assets, we hoard the gifts you give us. Forgive 

us, we pray, for seeking our gain at the expense of others. Help us bend our lives 

toward your own life of self-giving and sacrifice. Fill us, our homes and churches, the 

whole world, with the abundant love of Christ until all are made new. In Christ’s 

name, we pray. Amen.  
 

The apostle Paul reminds us that we do not make ourselves righteous. Our righteousness 

comes through faith in Christ, who has made us his own. Hear the good news! In Jesus 

Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 

◊Canticle  “Glory to the Father” Richard Wetzel 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as in the beginning, so now, and forever. Amen. 
 

◊Passing the Peace  

In Jesus Christ we know God's forgiveness and peace! Let us share that peace with one 

another. The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

Anthem O Lord, Listen Chris J. Granias 

O Lord, listen, listen to my prayer, and let my cry reach you. Do not hide your face from me. Turn 

your ear, towards me. My days are passing like a shadow, and I wither like the grass. But you, O 

Lord, will last forever. O Lord, listen.             —from Psalm 102 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Old Testament Lesson: Psalm 55, selected verses OT pages 522-523 
 

Sermon “Betrayed” Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes 
 

◊Hymn 93 “Ah, Holy Jesus” Herzliebster Jesu 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Invitation to the Offertory 

As we open wide our hands, we attend to Christ himself, who is present especially among 

those considered the least and the lost. Let us offer to God these gifts for ministry in Christ’s 

name. 
 

Offertory Récit de Nazard Louis-Nicolas Clérambault 
 

◊Doxology 591  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
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◊Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Abundant God, you cause water to flow in desert places. You give wine to flow at a 

wedding feast, and food to feed five thousand on a grassy mountainside. Your generosity 

astounds and humbles us. May these gifts be a pleasing offering, for the sake of the world 

you came to save. We pray in your holy name. Amen.  
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

Invitation to the Lord's Table 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
 

The Pastor continues and says: 

For which we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with all the 

faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

The Pastor continues and says: 

For these gracious gifts of heaven, fill us with gratitude overflowing that we may share life 

and love in praise to you, God of all the ages, in the matchless name of Jesus Christ, who 

taught us to pray: 
 

Lord's Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
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debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Distribution of the Elements & Communion of the People 
 

Prayer after Communion 

God who meets us in the broken places, shine the light of Christ deep into our lives, so 

we may carry that light into dark places and point to the One whose brokenness is our 

salvation. Amen.   
 

◊Hymn 83 “O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High” Deo Gracias 

(verses 1, 2 and 3) 
 

◊Charge & Benediction 

 

Postlude  Fugue in G J. S. Bach 
 

 
♦♦♦♦ 

 

 

Household Prayer: Morning 

Merciful God, as I begin this day, place in me a spirit of generosity so that I may freely share 

love, joy, and encouragement with those I encounter. Keep me from quick judgments so that I 

leave room for your grace in my life and in the lives of others. Make me your faithful disciple in 

my words and in my actions, as well as in the thoughts of my heart; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Household Prayer: Evening 

All through the day, Lord Jesus, you have been present. As I settle into the routines of home and 

evening, I long to be at home in my relationship with you. Help me to put aside the cares of the 

day and the worries of tomorrow in order to fully enjoy the peace of your presence now. I pray 

that your peace will also be with those I know who have special need of your care tonight, and I 

pray for those who lie down this night without the safety of home or bed, without enough food 

or resources. Bring your light into the surrounding darkness so that all of us may sleep in the 

security of your love. Amen. 
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WALK THE LABYRINTH 
A labyrinth is a patterned path, often circular in 
form, used as a walking meditation or spiritual 
practice. A single winding path leads to the 
center. Then, when you are ready, you retrace 
the path out of the labyrinth, taking with you 
resolution, healing, or peace.  

 
 

Labyrinth Availability 
Wed. 4/10 12:30-2:00 PM 

 

Mon. 4/15   6:00-8:00 PM 
 

Tues. 4/16   6:00-8:00 PM 
 

Wed. 4/17 12:30-2:00 PM 
      6:00-8:00 PM 

 
PALM SUNDAY BREAKFAST 

First Church members and friends are invited to 
a continental breakfast at 10:00 AM on Palm 
Sunday, April 14 in the Chapel. Bagels, muffins, 
fruit and other treats from Bagel Jay's will be 
available. Palms and helpers will also be 
available for those who want to make palm 
crosses. Hosted by the Deacons. 

 
PALM SUNDAY PARADE 

All church youth and young at heart— gather in 
the Narthex next Sunday, April 14 by 10:45 AM 
to prepare for the joyful parade that begins our 
special Palm Sunday service. 

 
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING 

Next Sunday we will participate in the PC(USA) 
One Great Hour of Sharing offering. See the 
enclosed insert for more information. 

 
 

Today’s liturgist is Mark Armesto. 
 

RESPITE PROGRAM VOLUNTEERS 
We have a pool of volunteers, what we still 
need is a coordinator or co-coordinators, for a 
ministry to those suffering from Alzheimer’s or 
dementia, and to their caregivers. The Respite 
program operates under the auspices of Catholic 
Charities and involves a once-a-month, four-hour 
session of recreation, including crafts, music, 
light exercise, and conversation. The program is 
designed to provide fellowship for memory 
sufferers, and especially to provide time for their 
caregivers to be relieved of their responsibilities 
in order to enjoy the gift of time for themselves. 

 
TODAY IS FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY 

The first Sunday of the month is designated 
“Food Pantry Sunday.” Donations of canned 
goods can be placed in the cart on the Narthex. 
Monetary donations to the Lyon Food Pantry are 
also appreciated. First Church feeds an average 
of 20 hungry people every Tuesday, right here in 
our neighborhood. This is an opportunity for 
hands-on mission that helps many.  
 

Handy grocery lists are available in the 
Narthex to keep with you or give to a friend! 

 
MID-WEEK LENT SERVICES 

Wednesdays, April 10, 17 
12:00 PM - Brief prayer service  in the sanctuary 
 

12:30 PM - Labyrinth in the chapel for prayer and 
contemplation. 

 
 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2019 
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EXPANDED PRESBYTERIAN BELIEFS CLASS 
This popular course is extended an extra week! 
Led by Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes and offered on 
Mondays at 6:30 PM, through April 15. The class 
is covering a good share of history and 
denominational structure and practice, but the 
emphasis will be on what Presbyterians believe, 
and why.  

 
KLEINHANS RAMP 

Please note, parking on the Kleinhans ramp on 
Sunday mornings is no longer permitted. Please 
use the church lot, street parking, or the Gateway-
Longview lot on Wadsworth St. 

 
JOYS & CONCERNS 

 José Gomez facing liver cancer treatment 
 Torsten with a broken arm 
 Nema & family mourning the death of 10 year old 

daughter Maka 
 Phon in a coma 
 Chanjwa struggling with health and family issues 
 Dale B., recovering from a traumatic brain injury. 
 Roch & Pat Harmon 
 Susan Cummings 
 Alan McCausland  
 Jeff Wichtowski 
 John Burgess 
 Bob Kerwin 
 Elaine Tinch 
 Ramona Brown 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
The Prayer Shawl ministry group meets Mondays 
at 6:30 PM at the Eggertsville-Snyder Library (4622 
Main St. in Snyder just past Harlem Rd.) Anyone is 
welcome, and yarn can be provided.  

 
 
 
 

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION BASKET RAFFLE 
What theme will you have for the basket raffle on 
Mother’s Day, May 12? What would you like to 
win? Picture frames, CDs, prayer shawl supplies, 
barbecue things, hot pads and recipes, birthday 
party— the list is endless! 

 
CENTERING PRAYER WORKSHOP 

Sundays, March 31 & April 7 
2:00-4:00 PM 

at St. Joseph’s University Parish (3269 Main St.) 
The class focuses on the method of Centering 
Prayer and its relationship to contemplation. 

Beginners welcome. 
Call Richard Wolf with questions at 316-1143 
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Church Calendar for the Week 

Sunday, April 7  Fifth Sunday of Lent 
  Food Pantry Sunday 
 11:00 a.m. Worship & Communion, Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time — Narthex 
 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 
 
Monday, April 8 
 1:30 p.m. Worship & Music Committee meeting — Amos Callender Meeting Place 
 6:30 p.m. Presbyterian Beliefs Class 5 — Pastor’s Study 
 6:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Group at Eggertsville-Snyder Library 
 
Tuesday, April 9 
 12:30 p.m. Food Bag Assistance — Historical Hall 
 6:30 p.m. Christian Education Committee meeting — Historical Hall 
 7:30 p.m. Friends of Harmony rehearsal — Sanctuary 
 
Wednesday, April 10 
 12:00 p.m. Mid-Week Lent Service — Chapel 
 1:00 p.m. CMO Committee meeting — Historical Hall 
 4:30 p.m. Literacy tutoring — Chapel 
 
Thursday, April 11 
 10:00 a.m. Staff meeting — Pastor’s Study 
 5:30 p.m. Gay Bingo Board meeting — Historical Hall 
 
Friday, April 12  No events 
 
Saturday, April 13  No events 
 6:00 - 10:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 
 
Sunday, April 14  Palm Sunday 
 10:00 a.m. Palm Sunday Breakfast — Chapel 
 10:45 a.m. Children gather for Palm Parade — Narthex 
 11:00 a.m. Worship & Palm Parade, Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 11:15 a.m. Sunday school — Classrooms 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time — Narthex 
 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 



 

8 

FIRST CHURCH STAFF LIST 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes, Pastor 
 RevKen@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 13 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D.,  
 Parish Associate for Community Outreach 
 johnrlong17@verizon.net 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 17 

Christina Banas, Business Manager 
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 11 
 

Rama Salim, Security & Maintenance Coordinator
 RSalim@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 12 
 

 

Church Office Voicemail extension 10 
 email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

BOARD OF DEACONS  
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Gifty Koramoah (2) 
June McGrath (1) 

Denis Wettlaufer (1) 
 

Class of 2020 
India Asplundh (1) 
Barry Farmer (1) 

Madeline Mason-Brandon (2) 
Suzanne Pilon (1) 

Lou Ann Luther Riegle (2) 
 

Class of 2021 
Mary Field (2) 
Jim McKeel (1) 
Sheila Miller (2) 

Shannon Rogers (1) 
 
 
 

SESSION 
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Mark Armesto (1) 
Don Houck (1) 
Liz Kamke (1) 

Maria Oakley (2) 
 

Class of 2020 
Lucas Lloyd (2) 

Janet Hill (1) Clerk 
Henry Porter (2) 
Sue Snyder (2) 

 
Class of 2021 
John Darby (2)  
Jose Gomez (1) 
Jean Hess (1) 
Tina Osei (1) 

 
Officers of the Corporation 

Michael Henry, President 
Rebecca Whipple, Vice President 

Mark Armesto, Treasurer 
Janet Hill, Secretary 
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CHURCH LIFE COMMITTEE CONGREGATIONAL POLL 

Are you interested in seeing this BPO performance?   __ Yes  __ No 
 
If yes, what is your primary choice of date:    __ Sat., 4/13 @ 8 PM    
      __ Sun., 4/14 @ 2:30 PM 
 
Name: _____________________________   Phone or email: _________________________ 
 
Please put this form in the offering plate. Speak to Elder Jean Hess with any questions. 
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