
  

 

First Presbyterian Church 
(716) 884-7250  ▪  Fax: (716) 884-7253 

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org  ▪  www.firstchurchbuffalo.org 

Facebook.com/1stChurchBuffalo  ▪  Twitter @1stChurchBflo 
 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of 

metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ through worshiping 

God, fostering spiritual growth, and serving the community. 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 31, 2019 
 

Wherever ◊ appears, you are asked to stand if you are able to do so. 

Text in bold print indicates congregational responses. 
 

Prelude Canon in D Pachelbel, arr. Sharon Rogers 

 

Welcome and News of the Community 
 

Choral Introit  The Lord hath visited and redeemed us. 

 O come, O come, let us adore him. Let us adore him. 
 

◊Call to Worship   
I will bless the Lord at all times;  

His praise shall continually be in my mouth.  

Come, O children, listen to me. I will teach you the fear of the Lord.  

Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.  

Let us worship the Lord! 
 

◊Hymn 281 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” CWM Rhondda 
 

Children’s Message   
 

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray. 

Merciful God, you always hear us when we cry out. You stay close when we are in distress. It 

is you in whom we seek refuge, and you deliver us from evil. Let praise flow from our mouths 

to your ears, for we can taste and see that you are indeed good. All glory, praise, and honor are 

due to you, O God, our redeemer and our strength. Amen. 
 

Confession and Pardon 

Seeking the wisdom of the Lord, let us consider how we have lived, confessing our sins and 

trusting in the mercy of God.  

 (sung) Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Let us pray: 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not been faithful. We have not lived by your 

law; we have remained silent in the face of evil; we have not followed in the way of 
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peace; and we have not honored all that is true and good. We have been foolish and 

immature people who resist the holy wisdom you graciously offer. Forgive us our sin, O 

God, and lead us to sincere repentance through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

People of God, the Lord hears, forgives, and saves. Therefore, be reconciled to one another 

and walk humbly before God. Thanks be to God! 
 

◊Canticle  “Glory to the Father” Richard Wetzel 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as in the beginning, so now, and forever. Amen. 
 

◊Passing the Peace  

In Jesus Christ we know God's forgiveness and peace! Let us share that peace with one 

another. The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

Anthem Bless Thou the Lord, O My Soul Austin Lovelace 

Bless thou the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. Bless thou the Lord, O 

my soul, and forget not all his benefits. Who forgives all your iniquities, who heals all your diseases; 

who redeems your life from the pit, Bless thou the Lord, O my soul. Who crowns you with steadfast 

love and mercy. As a father pities his children, so the Lord pities those who fear him. For he knows 

our frame, he remembers that we are dust. Bless thou the Lord, O my soul.         — from Psalm 103 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Old Testament Lesson: Psalm 34, selected verses OT page 508 
 

Sermon “The Wisdom of Fear” Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes 
 

◊Hymn 339 “Be Thou My Vision” Slane 
 

◊Affirmation of Faith   Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended 

into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Lord's Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering 

Let all who revere the Lord, who desire to serve the Lord in sincerity and in faithfulness, 

bring their gifts with joyful hearts.  
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Offertory O vos omnes Tomas Luis de Victoria 
O all ye that pass by the way, attend and see if there be any sorrow like to my sorrow. Attend, all ye 

people, and see my sorrow: If there be any sorrow like to my sorrow.         Lamentations 1:12 
 

◊Doxology 591  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

◊Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Almighty God, we dedicate ourselves to serve you, for you alone are our God. Receive, O 

God, the gifts we offer, and with these gifts accept the offering of our lives; through Christ 

in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

◊Hymn 392 “Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord” Hall 

(verses 1 and 4) 
 

◊Charge & Benediction 

 

Postlude  Fantasia & Imitation in B minor J. S. Bach 

 
♦♦♦♦ 

 

Household Prayer: Morning 

Loving God, in all I do this day, use me as a sign of your reconciling love. Let me not view 

anyone from a human point of view, but let me see all whom I will encounter with the eyes of 

Christ, through whom I pray. Amen. 

 

Household Prayer: Evening 

Merciful God, if like the Prodigal Son I have strayed from you this day, call me back to your 

loving embrace. If like the elder son, I have harbored resentment for the grace you give to 

others, reprove me. Help me claim in thought and deed the inheritance of the saints who share 

with Jesus compassion and forgiveness to all who lose their way. Amen. 
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roots in the early stages of the Protestant 
Reformation. "Alive" applies as well— whether 
you're talking about the Presbyterian shaping of the 
birth of our nation, its profound influence on the 
development of the country in ensuing centuries, or 
its "thought leadership" among American Christians 
today. 
 

That is the backdrop to the five-week course led by 
Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes that will be offered on 
Mondays at 6:30 PM, through April 8. The class will 
cover a good share of history and denominational 
structure and practice, but the emphasis will be on 
what Presbyterians believe, and why.  

 
KLEINHANS RAMP 

Please note, parking on the Kleinhans ramp on 
Sunday mornings is no longer permitted. Please 
use the church lot, street parking, or the Gateway-
Longview lot on Wadsworth St. 

 
JOYS & CONCERNS 

 Scott recovering from an angioplasty 
 Chanjwa wo is struggling with health and family 

issues 
 Dale B., recovering from a traumatic brain injury. 
 José Gomez  
 Roch Harmon at Autumn View in Hamburg 
 Pat Harmon 
 Susan Cummings 
 Alan McCausland  
 Jeff Wichtowski 
 John Burgess at HighPointe on Michigan 
 Bob Kerwin at home 
 Elaine Tinch 
 Ramona Brown 

Today’s liturgist is Christina Banas. 
 

RESPITE PROGRAM VOLUNTEERS 
We have a pool of volunteers, what we still need 
is a coordinator or co-coordinators, for a 
ministry to those suffering from Alzheimer’s or 
dementia, and to their caregivers. The Respite 
program operates under the auspices of Catholic 
Charities and involves a once-a-month, four-hour 
session of recreation, including crafts, music, light 
exercise, and conversation. The program is 
designed to provide fellowship for memory 
sufferers, and especially to provide time for their 
caregivers to be relieved of their responsibilities in 
order to enjoy the gift of time for themselves. 

 
MID-WEEK LENT SERVICES 
Wednesdays, April 3, 10, 17 

12:00 PM - Dr. Hughes will conduct a brief worship 
and prayer service  in the Chapel 
12:30 PM - Elder Maria Oakley will offer a quiet 
space for prayer and contemplation. 

A light meal will be available. 
 

PALM SUNDAY BREAKFAST 
First Church members and friends are invited to a 
continental breakfast at 10:00 AM on Palm Sunday, 
April 14 in the Chapel. Bagels, muffins, fruit and 
other treats from Bagel Jay's will be available. 
Palms and helpers will also be available for those 
who want to make palm crosses. Hosted by the 
Deacons. 
 

THE HOW, WHAT, & WHY OF 
PRESBYTERIANISM 

The unofficial motto of First Church is "Historic & 
Alive!" That would work as a slogan for the 
Presbyterian denomination as well. 
 

We are indeed a historic faith tradition, with our 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY, MARCH 31, 2019 
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Church Calendar for the Week 

Sunday, March 31  Fourth Sunday of Lent 
  Nametag Sunday 
 11:00 a.m. Worship, Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 11:15 a.m. Sunday school — Classrooms 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time — Narthex 
 12:00 p.m. Nominating Committee Meeting — Historical Hall 
 
Monday, April 1 
 6:30 p.m. Presbyterian Beliefs Class 4 — Pastor’s Study 
 6:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Group at Eggertsville-Snyder Library 
 
Tuesday, April 2 
 12:30 p.m. Food Bag Assistance — Historical Hall 
 6:00 p.m. One Symphony Circle board meeting — Historical Hall 
 7:30 p.m. Friends of Harmony rehearsal — Sanctuary 
 
Wednesday, April 3 
 10:00 a.m. Staff meeting — Pastor’s Study 
 12:00 p.m. Mid-Week Lent Service — Chapel 
 1:00 p.m. CMO Committee meeting — Historical Hall 
 4:30 p.m. Literacy tutoring — Chapel 
 
Thursday, April 4  No events 
 
Friday, April 5  No events 
 
Saturday, April 6  No events 
 6:00 - 10:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 
 
Sunday, April 7  Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 11:00 a.m. Worship & Communion, Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time — Narthex 
 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 
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CHURCH LIFE COMMITTEE CONGREGATIONAL POLL 

Are you interested in seeing this BPO performance?   __ Yes  __ No 
 
If yes, what is your primary choice of date:   __ Sat., 4/13 @ 8 PM        __ Sun., 4/14 @ 2:30 PM 
 
Name: _____________________________ Phone or email: _________________________ 
 

Please put this form in the offering plate. Speak to Elder Jean Hess with any questions. 
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FIRST CHURCH STAFF LIST 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes, Pastor 
 RevKen@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 13 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D.,  
 Parish Associate for Community Outreach 
 johnrlong17@verizon.net 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 17 

Christina Banas, Business Manager 
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 11 
 

Rama Salim, Security & Maintenance Coordinator
 RSalim@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 12 
 

 

Church Office Voicemail extension 10 
 email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

BOARD OF DEACONS  
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Gifty Koramoah (2) 
June McGrath (1) 

Denis Wettlaufer (1) 
 

Class of 2020 
India Asplundh (1) 
Barry Farmer (1) 

Madeline Mason-Brandon (2) 
Suzanne Pilon (1) 

Lou Ann Luther Riegle (2) 
 

Class of 2021 
Mary Field (2) 
Jim McKeel (1) 
Sheila Miller (2) 

Shannon Rogers (1) 
 
 
 

SESSION 
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Mark Armesto (1) 
Don Houck (1) 
Liz Kamke (1) 

Maria Oakley (2) 
 

Class of 2020 
Lucas Lloyd (2) 

Janet Hill (1) Clerk 
Henry Porter (2) 
Sue Snyder (2) 

 
Class of 2021 
John Darby (2)  
Jose Gomez (1) 
Jean Hess (1) 
Tina Osei (1) 

 
Officers of the Corporation 

Michael Henry, President 
Rebecca Whipple, Vice President 

Mark Armesto, Treasurer 
Janet Hill, Secretary 


