
  

 

First Presbyterian Church 
(716) 884-7250  ▪  Fax: (716) 884-7253 

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org  ▪  www.firstchurchbuffalo.org 

Facebook.com/1stChurchBuffalo  ▪  Twitter @1stChurchBflo 
 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of 

metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ through worshiping 

God, fostering spiritual growth, and serving the community. 

Transfiguration Sunday  

March 3, 2019 
 

Wherever ◊ appears, you are asked to stand if you are able to do so. 

Text in bold print indicates congregational responses. 
 

Prelude Prelude on Vincent Leo Sowerby 
 

Welcome and News of the Community 
 

Introit  O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 
 

◊Call to Worship   
Come, all of you, into the presence of the Lord. 

Where the word of God speaks peace to those who are worthy  

and those who think they are not.  
Come, hear the word of the Lord, who opens to everyone wisdom and life. 

A gospel not proclaimed from human origin but from the heart of Christ,  

our healer and redeemer.  
Let us worship the Lord! 
 

◊Hymn 75 “O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair” Deo Gracias 
 (Verse 1, 3, & 5) 
 

Children’s Message  Elder Lucas Lloyd 
 

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray: 

Holy God, present in our midst yet beyond all comprehension, by your light, we see light; by 

your healing, we are made whole; by your mercy, we know your greatness. Turn your gaze 

upon our weakness and show us the way of your love through Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Confession and Pardon 

In trust, let us call upon God’s holy name, confess our sin, and receive forgiveness: 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Let us pray: 
 

Merciful and gracious God, we bow before your unlimited compassion, the measure of 

our falling short. We have not cared for creation, including ourselves , according to 

your will. What we intend, we have not pursued; what we mean to avoid, we embrace. 

Help us to know the mind of Christ, that in all thoughts, words, and deeds, our lives 

might come to honor you. Amen.  
 

When one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Turn now with unveiled faces, and see to 

the health of all creation as forgiven children of God. Thanks be to God! 
 

◊Canticle  “Glory to the Father” Richard Wetzel 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as in the beginning, so now, and forever. Amen. 
 

◊Passing the Peace of Christ 

In Jesus Christ we know God's forgiveness and peace! Let us share that peace with one 

another. The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

Old Testament Lesson: Exodus 34:29-35 OT page 81 
 

Anthem His Voice arr. L. L. Fleming 
His voice as the sound of the dulcimer sweet, is heard thru’ the shadows of death. The cedars of 

Lebanon bow at His feet, the air is perfumed with His breath. His lips as the fountain of 

righteousness flow, that waters the gardens of grace. From which their salvation the people shall 

know, and bask in the smile of His face. Love sits in His eyelids and scatters delight thro’ all the 

bright regions on high. Their faces the Cherubim veil in His sight and tremble with fullness of joy. 

He looks and ten thousands of angels rejoice, and myriads wait for His word. He speaks and eternity 

filled with his voice, re-echoes the praise of her Lord. His voice as the sound…Oh Thou in whose 

presence my soul takes delight, on whom in affliction I call, my comfort by day and my song in the 

night, my hope, my salvation, my all. 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

New Testament Lesson: 2 Peter 1:13-21 NT pages 236-237 
 

Meditation “Until It Happened to Me” Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes 
 

◊Hymn  “Lord, the Light of Your Love Is Shining” Shine, Jesus, Shine 

1. Lord, the light of your love is shining, in the midst of the darkness, shining; Jesus, 

Light of the World, shine upon us; set us free by the truth you now bring us. Shine 

on me; shine on me.                                                                                                  

Refrain: Shine, Jesus, shine; fill this land with the Father’s glory. Blaze, Spirit, blaze; 

set out hearts on fire. Flow, river flow; flood the nations with grace and mercy. Send 

forth your word, Lord, and let there be light.  

2. Lord, I come to your awesome presence, from the shadows into your radiance; by 

the blood I may enter your brightness. Search me; consume all my darkness. Shine 

on me; shine on me. Refrain 
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3. As we gaze on your kingly brightness, so our cases display your likeness; ever 

changing from glory to glory, mirrored here may our lives tell your story. Shine on 

me; shine on me. Refrain 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Invitation to the Offering 

We serve the Lord with freedom; we worship God with joy. In freedom and in joy, let us 

present the offerings of our lives to the Lord.   
 

Offertory Draw nigh and take the Body of the Lord Eric H. Thiman 
Draw night and take the body of the Lord, and drink by faith the blood for you outpoured. Saved by 

his body, hallowed by his blood, with souls refreshed we render thanks to God. Salvation’s giver, 

Christ the only Son, by his dear cross and blood the vict’ry won. Offered was he for greatest and for 

least, himself the victim and himself the priest. He feeds the hungry with the bread of heav’n, and 

living streams to those who thirst are giv’n. O judge of all, our only savior thou, in this thy feast of 

love be with us now. Amen. 
 

◊Doxology 591  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

◊Prayer of Dedication 
Holy are you, O Lord! We praise your great and awesome name. Use us, and these our gifts, 

in your service, to establish justice, righteousness, and equity, all for the good of your people 

and the glory of your kingdom. Amen. 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

Invitation to the Lord's Table 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
 

The Pastor continues and says: 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and with all the 

faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name: 
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The Pastor continues and says: 

For these gracious acts of heaven, fill us with gratitude overflowing that we may share life 

and love in praise to you, God of all the ages, in the matchless name of Jesus Christ, who 

taught us to pray: 
 

Lord's Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Distribution of the Elements & Communion of the People 
 

Prayer after Communion  

God who meets us in the broken places, shine the light of Christ deep into our lives, so 

we may carry that light into dark places and point to the One whose brokenness is our 

salvation. Amen.  
 

◊Hymn: 470 “O Day of Radiant Gladness” Es flog ein Waldvögelein 
 (Verses 1 & 4) 
 

◊Charge & Benediction 

 

Postlude  Prelude on Deo Gracias Healey Willan 

♦♦♦♦ 
 

“Lord, the Light of Your Love Is Shining” TEXT and MUSIC: Graham Kendrick, 1987 

Text and Music ©1987 Make Way Music (admin. Music Services) All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-728111 
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BOWLING 
Bowling fellowship night on Friday, March 15 at 
6:30 PM at Voelker’s (corner of Elmwood & 
Amherst). $4.00 per game; shoe rental available. 
Come for the fellowship even if you don’t want to 
bowl! Speak to Tim or Jean Hess with any 
questions.  

 
SCRABBLE FEST 

You are cordially invited to our Literacy fundraiser 
Scrabble Fest on Wednesday, March 13, in our 
chapel, at 6:30. 
 

We will be playing two timed games, 45 minutes 
each, and our evening’s winner will go on to 
compete in the big finals at the Literacy 
Headquarters downtown. 
 

We encourage you to bring a friend or two and join 
in the evening’s fun, no matter what your skill level. 
 

This is our opportunity to support Literacy New 
York Buffalo-Niagara for providing us with 
Americorps-Vista volunteer Marco Notaro, who 
runs our Literacy program this year. Donate to 
participate ($5 to $25 suggested), which will be 
donated to LNYBN.  
 

A light dinner will be served at 6:30 PM, and the 
games begin at 7:00 PM. For reservations or more 
information, call Liz Kamke at 400-3770. Hope you 
can join us!! 

 
EXPLORE BUFFALO HISTORY SERIES 

7:00-9:00 PM 
Thursday, March 7 

Trailblazers of Buffalo 
Celebrating Buffalo & Beyond:  

The Artistic Legacy of Józef Sławiński  
 

 

Today’s liturgist is Rev. John R. Long. 
 

TODAY IS FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY 
The first Sunday of the month is designated “Food 
Pantry Sunday.” Donations of canned goods can 
be placed in the cart on the Narthex. Monetary 
donations to the Lyon Food Pantry are also 
appreciated. First Church feeds an average of 20 
hungry people every Tuesday, right here in our 
neighborhood. This is an opportunity for hands-on 
mission that helps many.  
 

Handy grocery lists are available in the Narthex 
to keep with you or give to a friend! 

 
WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION SPECIAL OFFERING 

A special offering to benefit the work of Women’s 
Association will be collected during today’s 
offertory. Help support their charity work by making 
checks payable to “Women’s Association” and 
using the standard pew envelopes to submit your 
donation. Thank you. 

 
HOUGHTON COLLEGE  

WIND ENSEMBLE CONCERT 
Sunday, March 3 at 7:00 PM 

in the Sanctuary 
Free and open to the public. 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

We will gather around the tables for our Ash 
Wednesday service with supper and imposition of 
ashes as we begin Lent on Wednesday, March 6 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel. All are welcome! 

 
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 

Daylight Saving Time begins next week on March 
10. Clocks move ahead 1 hour on Sunday. 

 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2019 
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EXPLORE BUFFALO HISTORY SERIES, cont. 
Thursday, March 21 

Uncovering Terra Cotta 
Buffalo: An Early Modern Powerhouse 

 

All events take place in the Sanctuary 
General admission $10 

Free for Explorer Pass holders 
 

KLEINHANS RAMP 
Please note, parking on the Kleinhans ramp on 
Sunday mornings is no longer permitted. Please use 
the church lot, street parking, or the Gateway-
Longview lot on Wadsworth St. 

 
JOYS & CONCERNS 

 Gino Cesar 
 Erica Jennings 
 Dale B., recovering from a traumatic brain injury. 
 Bill struggling with diabetes 
 Sue seeking peace and health 
 José Gomez experiencing health problems 
 Blanca Rodriguez in pain 
 John Henry Shafer, Sr. who is terminally ill 
 Rama Salim with the flu 
 Rama’s wife, MBoni, with medical issues 
 Roch Harmon at Orchard Heights 
 Pat Harmon 
 Susan Cummings for less pain 
 Alan McCausland  
 Jeff Wichtowski 
 John Burgess at HighPointe on Michigan 
 Bob Kerwin at home 
 Elaine Tinch 
 Ramona Brown 
 Asylum seekers at the Mexican border, especially 

those families who are separated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Household Prayer: Morning  
Lord Jesus Christ, as morning dawns, be our light in 
this new day. Let our lives reflect your glory, our 
words show forth your goodness, and our actions 
shine with your grace; in your holy name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
Household Prayer: Evening 
Lord Jesus Christ, as evening comes, be our light 
and hope in darkness. Draw near to us in grace, 
surround us with your presence, and fill us with your 
peace; in your holy name we pray. Amen. 
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Church Calendar for the Week 

Sunday, March 3  Food Pantry Sunday 
  Women’s Association Special Offering  
 11:00 a.m. Worship & Communion, Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time — Narthex 
 1:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 
 4:00 p.m. Dinner served to Houghton College musicians — Houghton basement 
 7:00 p.m. Houghton College Wind Ensemble Concert — Sanctuary 
Monday, March 4 
 6:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Group at Eggertsville-Snyder Library 
Tuesday, March 5 
 12:30 p.m. Food Bag Assistance — Historical Hall 
 6:00 p.m. One Symphony Circle Board meeting — Historical Hall 
 7:30 p.m. Friends of Harmony rehearsal — Sanctuary 
 
Wednesday, March 6  Ash Wednesday 
 10:00 a.m. Staff meeting — Pastor’s Study 
 12:00 p.m. The Serendipity Shoppe open until 5 PM — Basement 
 2:00 p.m. CMO Committee meeting — Historical Hall 
 4:30 p.m. Literacy tutoring — Houghton Library 
 5:30 p.m. One Symphony Circle special meeting — Amos Callender Meeting Pl. 
 
Thursday, March 7 
 12:00 p.m. The Serendipity Shoppe open until 5 PM — Basement 
 4:00 p.m. Respite Program Presentation — Pastor’s Study 
 7:00 p.m. Explore Buffalo speaker series — Sanctuary 
Friday, March 8 
 12:00 p.m. The Serendipity Shoppe open until 6 PM — Basement 
 
Saturday, March 9 
 12:00 p.m. The Serendipity Shoppe open until 5 PM — Basement 
 6:00 - 10:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 
 
Sunday, March 10  Daylight Saving Time begins 
 9:45 a.m. Church Life Committee meeting — Amos Callender Meeting Place 
 11:00 a.m. Worship, Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 11:15 a.m. Sunday school — Classrooms 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time — Narthex 
 12:00 p.m. Nominating Committee Meeting — Historical Hall 
 12:00 p.m. Board of Deacons meeting — Houghton Library 
 1:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

BOARD OF DEACONS  
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Gifty Koramoah (2) 
June McGrath (1) 

Denis Wettlaufer (1) 
 

Class of 2020 
India Asplundh (1) 
Barry Farmer (1) 

Madeline Mason-Brandon (2) 
Suzanne Pilon (1) 

Lou Ann Luther Riegle (2) 
 

Class of 2021 
Mary Field (2) 
Jim McKeel (1) 
Sheila Miller (2) 

Shannon Rogers (1) 
 
 
 

SESSION 
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Mark Armesto (1) 
Don Houck (1) 
Liz Kamke (1) 

Maria Oakley (2) 
 

Class of 2020 
Lucas Lloyd (2) 

Janet Hill (1) Clerk 
Henry Porter (2) 
Sue Snyder (2) 

 
Class of 2021 
John Darby (2)  
Jose Gomez (1) 
Jean Hess (1) 
Tina Osei (1) 

 
Officers of the Corporation 

Michael Henry, President 
Rebecca Whipple, Vice President 

Mark Armesto, Treasurer 
Janet Hill, Secretary 

FIRST CHURCH STAFF LIST 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes, Pastor 
 RevKen@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 13 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D.,  
 Parish Associate for Community Outreach 
 johnrlong17@verizon.net 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 17 

Christina Banas, Business Manager 
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 11 
 

Rama Salim, Security & Maintenance Coordinator
 RSalim@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 12 
 

 

Church Office Voicemail extension 10 
 email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 


