
  

 

First Presbyterian Church 
(716) 884-7250  ▪  Fax: (716) 884-7253 

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org  ▪  www.firstchurchbuffalo.org 

Facebook.com/1stChurchBuffalo  ▪  Twitter @1stChurchBflo 
 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of 

metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ through worshiping 

God, fostering spiritual growth, and serving the community. 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

February 24, 2019 
 

Wherever ◊ appears, you are asked to stand if you are able to do so. 

Text in bold print indicates congregational responses. 
 

Prelude  
 

Welcome and News of the Community 
 

Introit  O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 
 

◊Call to Worship   
The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord. 

The Lord is their refuge in the time of trouble. 
The Lord helps them and rescues them. 

The Lord rescues them from the wicked, and saves them. 
Because they take refuge in the Lord. 

Come, let us worship God! 
 

◊Hymn 461 “God Is Here” Abbot’s Leigh 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray: 

God of abundant mercy, you alone can turn evil into good, sorrow into rejoicing, and death 

into everlasting life. Teach us your way of grace—to meet hatred with kindness, to answer 

curses with blessing, to love without holding back, to give without thought of return; all in 

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Confession and Pardon 

Jesus promised us that God is kind even to the ungrateful and the wicked, even to us. 

Trusting in God’s kindness and love, let us confess our sin: 
Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not followed your ways or trusted your 

promises. We love only those who love us; we show kindness only to those who are kind 
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to us; we give only when we expect to receive. Forgive us, Lord. Fill our hearts with 

your selfless love. Change our lives by your matchless grace. These things we pray 

through Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 

Now go and live as Christ commands: Be merciful, as God is merciful; do not judge, and 

you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned; but forgive, and 

you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. Thanks be to God! 
 

◊Canticle  “Glory to the Father” Richard Wetzel 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as in the beginning, so now, and forever. Amen. 
 

◊Passing the Peace of Christ 

In Jesus Christ we know God's forgiveness and peace! Let us share that peace with one 

another. The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

Old Testament Lesson: Psalm 37:1-11  OT page 719 
 

Anthem Rejoice in the Lord Alfred V. Fedak 

Rejoice in the Lord always. And again I say rejoice! Let you gentleness be know by all peoples, for 

the Lord is near. Do not fear or be anxious, but pray and give thanks to God in all things, and the 

peace of God that passes understanding will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, 

think on these things: whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are noble, whatsoever things are 

just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report, 

think on these things. And the God of peace will be with you. Amen.  —Philippians 4:4-8 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Gospel Lesson: Luke 6:27-38 NT page 64 
 

Sermon “Ethics, On Steroids” Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes 
 

◊Hymn 244 “Let Us with a Gladsome Mind” Monkland 
 

◊Affirmation of Faith  Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended 

into heaven, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Lord's Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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Invitation to the Offering 

Children of the Most High God, let us now do to others as we would have them do to us, 

offering our tithes and gifts for the sake of our sisters and brothers in need. 
 

Offertory Lord, for thy tender mercy’s sake  Richard Farrant 
Lord, for thy tender mercy’s sake, lay not our sins to our charge, but forgive that is past, and give us 

grace to amend our sinful lives. To decline from sin and incline to virtue, that we may walk in a 

perfect heart before thee, now and evermore. Amen. —Lidley’s Prayers, 1566 
 

◊Doxology 591  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

◊Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Holy God, you have given us land in which to grow and thrive, food for survival and 

pleasure, air and water, fire and cold. Make our thanksgiving bloom forth into the lives 

of others in the name of the one who gave everything for us. Amen. 
 

◊Hymn: 540 “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” Randolph 
 

◊Charge & Benediction 

 

Postlude   
♦♦♦♦ 

 

 

Household Prayer: Morning 

In the morning when I rise, O God, you are with me strong and sure, turning my dreams into 

insights and teaching me the delights of your law. You preserve my life day after day, and in 

return, I rejoice at the new dawn. Guard my waiting this day, O Lord, guide my feet and my 

hands, give me stillness and patience so that I may give delight to myself and to those I meet; in 

Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

 

Household Prayer: Evening 

Lord, throughout this day you have rescued us from harm and despair, giving us instead the joy 

of accomplishment and fellowship with our family and friends. Protect us through the night, 

Holy One, that in our dreams we will not be shaken but will see you face to face and wake 

renewed. We take refuge in you; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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HOUGHTON COLLEGE  
WIND ENSEMBLE CONCERT 
Sunday, March 3 at 7:00 PM 

in the Sanctuary 
Free and open to the public. 

 
WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION SPECIAL OFFERING 

A special offering to benefit the work of Women’s 
Association will be collected during worship next 
Sunday, March 3. 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

We will gather around the tables for our Ash 
Wednesday service with supper and imposition of 
ashes as we begin Lent on Wednesday, March 6 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel. 

 
NEXT WEEK IS FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY 

The first Sunday of the month is designated “Food 
Pantry Sunday.” Donations of canned goods can 
be placed in the cart on the Narthex. Monetary 
donations to the Lyon Food Pantry are also 
appreciated. First Church feeds an average of 20 
hungry people every Tuesday, right here in our 
neighborhood. This is an opportunity for hands-on 
mission that helps many.  
 

Handy grocery lists are available in the Narthex 
to keep with you or give to a friend! 

 
BOWLING 

Bowling fellowship night on Friday, March 15 at 
6:30 PM at Voelker’s (corner of Elmwood & 
Amherst). $4.00 per game; shoe rental available. 
Come for the fellowship even if you don’t want to 
bowl! Sign up sheet in the Narthex. Speak to Tim 
or Jean Hess with any questions.  

 

Today’s liturgist is Sue Snyder. 
 

CE ADULT FORUM 
TODAY! Sunday, February 24 

12:15-1:15 PM in the Houghton Library 
Topic: Friends of Night People 

Friends of Night People is a neighboring 
organization helping homeless in our community. 
First Church members and friends volunteer to 
prepare and serve meals there when there is a fifth 
Wednesday in a month. 
 

Did you know that: 
 FONP serves 137,000 each year for homeless 

individuals 
 It is open 365 days a year 
 Medical services in partnership with the UB 

School of Medicine are offered twice monthly 
 Clothing, linens & hygiene products are 

distributed to patrons 
 Showers, lockers & laundry are available daily 

for those who need them. 
 

Adult Forums are monthly educational 
opportunities for church members and friends and 
are presented by the Christian Education 
Committee.  

 
BOOK GROUP GATHERING 

Thursday, February 28 at 6:00 PM 
at Maria Oakley’s home 

(262 Commonwealth Ave. in Buffalo) 
Book to discuss:  

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine  
by Gail Honeyman 

Potluck meal, please bring a dish to share. 
 
 
 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2019 
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SCRABBLE FEST 
You are cordially invited to our Literacy fundraiser 
Scrabble Fest on Wednesday, March 13, in our 
chapel, at 6:30. 
 

We will be playing two timed games, 45 minutes 
each, and our evening’s winner will go on to 
compete in the big finals at the Literacy 
Headquarters downtown. 
 

We encourage you to bring a friend or two and join 
in the evening’s fun, no matter what your skill level. 
 

This is our opportunity to support Literacy New York 
Buffalo-Niagara for providing us with Americorps-
Vista volunteer Marco Notaro, who runs our Literacy 
program this year. Donate to participate ($5 to $25 
suggested), which will be donated to LNYBN.  
 

A light dinner will be served at 6:30 PM, and the 
games begin at 7:00 PM. For reservations or more 
information, call Liz Kamke at 400-3770. Hope you 
can join us!! 

 
EXPLORE BUFFALO HISTORY SERIES 

7:00-9:00 PM 
Thursday, March 7 

Trailblazers of Buffalo 
Celebrating Buffalo & Beyond:  

The Artistic Legacy of Józef Sławiński  
 

Thursday, March 21 
Uncovering Terra Cotta 

Buffalo: An Early Modern Powerhouse 
 

All events take place in the Sanctuary 
General admission $10 

Free for Explorer Pass holders 
 

KLEINHANS RAMP 
Please note, parking on the Kleinhans ramp on 
Sunday mornings is no longer permitted. Please use 
the church lot, street parking, or the Gateway-
Longview lot on Wadsworth St. 

 
 

JOB OPENING 
We’re hiring! Know anyone who would be a great 
custodian? If so, share this job description: 

 

MAINTENANCE/CUSTODIAN 
Full-time position requires custodial experience and 
slightly above basic skills with maintenance— 
plumbing, electrical, plaster/drywall, and painting. 
Position will also involve some supervision of other 
maintenance staff as well as custodial duties. Send 
resume to: Dr. David Bond, First Presbyterian 
Church, 1 Symphony Circle, Buffalo, NY 14201 or 
email DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org with 
“maintenance” in subject. (Please, no phone calls or 
walk-ins). Position starts May 1, 2019. 

 
JOYS & CONCERNS 

 Gino Cesar 
 Erica Jennings 
 Dale B., recovering from a traumatic brain injury. 
 Bill struggling with diabetes 
 Sue seeking peace and health 
 José Gomez experiencing health problems 
 Blanca Rodriguez in pain 
 John Henry Shafer, Sr. who is terminally ill 
 Rama Salim with the flu 
 Rama’s wife, MBoni, with medical issues 
 Roch Harmon at Orchard Heights 
 Pat Harmon 
 Susan Cummings for less pain 
 Alan McCausland  
 Jeff Wichtowski 
 John Burgess at HighPointe on Michigan 
 Bob Kerwin at home 
 Elaine Tinch 
 Ramona Brown 
 Asylum seekers at the Mexican border, especially 

those families who are separated. 
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Church Calendar for the Week 

Sunday, February 24  Nametag Sunday 
 11:00 a.m. Worship, Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 11:15 a.m. Sunday school — Classrooms 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time — Narthex 
 12:15 p.m. CE Adult Forum — Houghton Library 
 
Monday, February 25 
 6:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Group at Eggertsville-Snyder Library 
 
Tuesday, February 26 
 12:30 p.m. Food Bag Assistance — Historical Hall 
 7:30 p.m. Friends of Harmony rehearsal — Sanctuary 
   
Wednesday, February 27 
 10:00 a.m. Staff meeting — Pastor’s Study 
 12:00 p.m. The Serendipity Shoppe open until 5 PM — Basement 
 4:30 p.m. Literacy tutoring — Chapel 
 
Thursday, February 28 
 12:00 p.m. The Serendipity Shoppe open until 5 PM — Basement 
 3:00 - 7:00 p.m. Native Offerings Crop Share pickup — Chapel 
 6:00 p.m. Book Group gathering at Maria Oakley’s home 
 
Friday, March 1  Lent Newsletter Deadline 
 12:00 p.m. The Serendipity Shoppe open until 6 PM — Basement 
 
Saturday, March 2 
 12:00 p.m. The Serendipity Shoppe open until 5 PM — Basement 
 6:00 - 10:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 
 
Sunday, March 3  Food Pantry Sunday 
  Women’s Association Special Offering  
 11:00 a.m. Worship & Communion, Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time — Narthex 
 1:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 
 4:00 p.m. Dinner served to Houghton College musicians — Houghton basement 
 7:00 p.m. Houghton College Wind Ensemble Concert — Sanctuary 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

BOARD OF DEACONS  
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Gifty Koramoah (2) 
June McGrath (1) 

Denis Wettlaufer (1) 
 

Class of 2020 
India Asplundh (1) 
Barry Farmer (1) 

Madeline Mason-Brandon (2) 
Suzanne Pilon (1) 

Lou Ann Luther Riegle (2) 
 

Class of 2021 
Mary Field (2) 
Jim McKeel (1) 
Sheila Miller (2) 

Shannon Rogers (1) 
 
 
 

SESSION 
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Mark Armesto (1) 
Don Houck (1) 
Liz Kamke (1) 

Maria Oakley (2) 
 

Class of 2020 
Lucas Lloyd (2) 

Janet Hill (1) Clerk 
Henry Porter (2) 
Sue Snyder (2) 

 
Class of 2021 
John Darby (2)  
Jose Gomez (1) 
Jean Hess (1) 
Tina Osei (1) 

 
Officers of the Corporation 

Michael Henry, President 
Rebecca Whipple, Vice President 

Mark Armesto, Treasurer 
Janet Hill, Secretary 

FIRST CHURCH STAFF LIST 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes, Pastor 
 RevKen@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 13 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D.,  
 Parish Associate for Community Outreach 
 johnrlong17@verizon.net 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 17 

Christina Banas, Business Manager 
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 11 
 

Rama Salim, Security & Maintenance Coordinator
 RSalim@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 12 
 

 

Church Office Voicemail extension 10 
 email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
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