
  

 

First Presbyterian Church 
(716) 884-7250  ▪  Fax: (716) 884-7253 

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org  ▪  www.firstchurchbuffalo.org 

Facebook.com/1stChurchBuffalo  ▪  Twitter @1stChurchBflo 
 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of 

metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ through worshiping 

God, fostering spiritual growth, and serving the community. 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

February 17, 2019 
 

Wherever ◊ appears, you are asked to stand if you are able to do so. 

Text in bold print indicates congregational responses. 
 

Prelude  
 

Welcome and News of the Community 
 

Introit  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts; heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

 Glory be to Thee, O Lord, most high. Amen. 
 

◊Call to Worship   
Blessed are those who trust in the Lord. They shall be like a tree planted by water.  

Our roots go deep, we are ever-green; Even in a drought we are not anxious,  

But bear fruit, full and beautiful. Come, let us worship the Lord! 
 

◊Hymn 142 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” Coronation 
 

Children’s Message 
 

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray: 

God our Delight, your word guides us in paths that are true. We do not want to take our 

place among those opposed to your ways, or settle down in the company of those who 

diminish your creation. Watch over us, we pray, as we meditate on you day and night, and 

we will be happy. Amen. 
 

Confession and Pardon 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. So let us be honest 

and confess what separates us from God and our neighbors, trusting in God’s constant desire 

to forgive and renew: 
(Sung) Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Let us pray: 

God of judgment and renewal, we admit to you and to each other that we have not 

always loved you and our neighbors as fully as you call us to love. We have failed to be 

good stewards of the air, the water, the animals, and the plants. We have been 
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shortsighted, and we are humbly sorry. Help us turn back to you, O Lord, to reach 

toward you as a tree sends its roots out toward water. Amen. 
 

Our faith is not in vain! Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, we are forgiven and 

set free to live for God and neighbor. Thanks be to God! 
 

◊Canticle  “Glory to the Father” Richard Wetzel 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as in the beginning, so now, and forever. Amen. 
 

◊Passing the Peace of Christ 

In Jesus Christ we know God's forgiveness and peace! Let us share that peace with one 

another. The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

Old Testament Lesson: Jeremiah 17:5-8 OT page 719 
 

Anthem Blessed Are You Kenneth Jennings 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, for in Your wisdom You have formed us. You 

freed the hungry and clothe the naked. We bless You and praise Your name forever. You raise up 

those whose courage falters. We bless You and praise Your name forever. You provide for our every 

need. Accept our grateful praises. You have called us form all peoples. We rejoice and bless Your 

name forever. You bless Your people with peace. We praise Your loving grace. For in Your wisdom 

You have formed us. Blessed are You, O Lord our God. 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

New Testament Lesson: Acts 15:12-19  NT pages 134-135 
 

Gospel Lesson: Luke 6:17-21 NT page 64 
 

Sermon “A Level Place” Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes 
 

◊Hymn 332 “Live Into Hope” Truro 
 

◊Affirmation of Faith  from an Affirmation of Belief of the Iona Community, Scotland 

He is among us: the one who gave sight to the blind 

and insight to the close-minded, 

The one who gave hearing to the deaf and listening ears 

to those who heard only their own voices. 

He is among us: the one who handled money  

and yet spoke for the poor. 

The one who spoke to the privileged 

of the good things their wealth could do. 

He is among us: To touch, to heal, to bless, to inspire, 

to confront, to convert, to show at all times, 

the human face of God. Christ Jesus is among us. Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People 
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Lord's Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering 

Luke tells us that people came to Jesus from all directions, seeking healing and peace. We 

are the body of Christ, surrounded by the many needs of the world around us. So bring your 

tithes and offerings, that these gifts may foster healing and encourage peace. 
 

Offertory Prayer to the Spirit Alice Jordan 
Holy Spirit, breathe into me that my thoughts may be holy. Move in me that my work may be holy. 

Attract my heart that I may love only what is holy. Strengthen my spirit; breathe into me. Breathe into 

me to defend what is holy. Protect me that always I may be holy. Holy Spirit, breathe into me.  
 

◊Doxology 591  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

◊Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Holy One, bless and multiply these gifts we give as tokens of our trust in you. Use them to 

bless the poor, feed the hungry, and comfort those who weep; in Jesus’ name. Amen.    
 

◊Hymn:  “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” Ar Hyd y nos 

1. “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. Waking, sleeping, I am with you, 

you are my own. In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. Go, my 

children, with my blessing, you are my own” 

2. “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. Here you learned how much I 

love you, what I can cure. Here you heard my dear Son’s story; here you touch him, 

saw his glory. Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure” 

3. “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. Grow in love and love by serving, 

joyful and free. Here my Spirit’s power filled you; here my tender comfort stilled 

you. Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free” 
 

◊Charge & Benediction 

 

Postlude   
♦♦♦♦ 

 

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing” Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1983 ©1983 Concordia 

Publishing House; All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-728111 
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JOB OPENING 
We’re hiring! Know anyone who would be a great 
custodian? If so, share this job description: 
 

MAINTENANCE/CUSTODIAN 
Full-time position requires custodial experience and 
slightly above basic skills with maintenance— 
plumbing, electrical, plaster/drywall, and painting. 
Position will also involve some supervision of other 
maintenance staff as well as custodial duties. Send 
resume to: Dr. David Bond, First Presbyterian 
Church, 1 Symphony Circle, Buffalo, NY 14201 or 
email DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org with 
“maintenance” in subject. (Please, no phone calls 
or walk-ins). Position starts May 1, 2019. 
 

EXPLORE BUFFALO HISTORY SERIES 
7:00-9:00 PM 

 

Thursday, February 21 
Anti-slavery Conventions in Buffalo 

Banking in Buffalo 
 

Thursday, March 7 
Trailblazers of Buffalo 

Celebrating Buffalo & Beyond:  
The Artistic Legacy of Józef Sławiński  

 

Thursday, March 21 
Uncovering Terra Cotta 

Buffalo: An Early Modern Powerhouse 
 

All events take place in the Sanctuary 
General admission $10 

Free for Explorer Pass holders 
 

DAVID LAMOTTE LIVE IN CONCERT 
Friday, February 22 at 7:30 PM 

at Orchard Park Presbyterian Church 
Tickets are $12 in advance or $15 at the door. 
Call the Presbytery office to order at 668-1995. 

Today’s liturgist is Ellen Henry. 
 

KLEINHANS RAMP 
Please note, parking on the Kleinhans ramp on 
Sunday mornings is no longer permitted. Please 
use the church lot, street parking, or the Gateway-
Longview lot on Wadsworth St. 
 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING RESULTS 
Thank you to all who supported the Souper Bowl of 
Caring! We raised $322 for the Lyon Food Pantry 
as well as adding many non-perishable items to our 
stock! Thanks also to the cooks and those who 
helped with set up and cleanup, especially JoAnn 
Doerr, Emmy Lou Hock, Janet Hill, Pam Hughes, 
Liz Kamke, Rama Salim, David Bond, Chuck 
Banas and Jean Hess. The Food Pantry is an 
ongoing mission of our church. A list of needed non
-perishables is on the table in the Narthex, and 
monetary donations are also welcome!  

 
ESTATE SALE 

First Church is clearing out the basement! Bruce 
Ader Estates will be on site for an estate sale 
Saturday, February 23 from 10:00 AM to 4:00 
PM.  
 

Please note that the Chapel is unavailable through 
Saturday, February 23. Speak to David Bond with 
any questions.  

 
CE ADULT FORUM 

Sunday, February 24 
12:15-1:15 PM in the Houghton Library 

A representative from Friends of Night People will 
discuss this important ministry to which we 

contribute time and talent. 
 
 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2019 
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BOOK GROUP GATHERING 
Thursday, February 28 at 6:00 PM 

at Maria Oakley’s home 
(262 Commonwealth Ave. in Buffalo) 

Book to discuss:  
Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine  

by Gail Honeyman 
Potluck meal, please bring a dish to share. 

 
HOUGHTON COLLEGE  

WIND ENSEMBLE CONCERT 
Sunday, March 3 at 7:00 PM 

in the Sanctuary 
Free and open to the public. 

 
SAVE THE DATE 

 Social Transformation Committee open 
discussion on Immigration, March 5 

 Ash Wednesday, March 6 
 Scrabble Fest, March 13 

 
JOYS & CONCERNS 

 José Gomez experiencing health problems 
 Blanca Rodriguez in pain 
 John Henry Shafer, Sr. who is terminally ill 
 Rama Salim with the flu 
 Rama’s wife, MBoni, with medical issues 
 Roch Harmon at Orchard Heights 
 Pat Harmon 
 Susan Cummings for less pain 
 Alan McCausland  
 Jeff Wichtowski 
 John Burgess at HighPointe on Michigan 
 Bob Kerwin at home 
 Elaine Tinch 
 Ramona Brown 
 Asylum seekers at the Mexican border, especially 

those families who are separated. 
 
 
 
 

Household Prayer: Morning 
Gracious God, thank you for the gift of this new day. 
Guide my steps as I face choices to care for the 
earth or not, to show compassion toward others or 
not, to care for myself or not, to be true to Christ or 
not. May each of my choices draw me closer to you. 
Amen. 
 
Household Prayer: Evening 
Tonight I come home to you in prayer, my God. 
Thank you for guiding me through this day, even 
when I was not conscious of it. Now I give this day 
back to you, entrusting all that I did and all that I left 
undone to your compassionate care. May I rest in 
peace. Amen. 
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Church Calendar for the Week 

Sunday, February 17  Chapel closed for estate sale preparation 
 11:00 a.m. Worship, Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 11:15 a.m. Sunday school — Classrooms 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time — Narthex 
 1:00 - 10:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for 2 Kleinhans events 
 
Monday, February 18  Chapel closed for estate sale preparation 
  Presidents’ Day 
  Church closed (staff holiday) 
 1:30 p.m. Worship & Music Committee Meeting — Pastor’s Study 
 
Tuesday, February 19  Chapel closed for estate sale preparation 
 12:30 p.m. Food Bag Assistance — Historical Hall 
 7:30 p.m. Friends of Harmony rehearsal — Sanctuary 
   
Wednesday, February 20  Chapel closed for estate sale preparation 
 10:00 a.m. Staff meeting — Pastor’s Study 
 12:00 p.m. The Serendipity Shoppe open until 5 PM — Basement 
 4:30 p.m. Literacy tutoring — Houghton Library 
 7:00 p.m. Session meeting — Pastor’s Study 
 
Thursday, February 21  Chapel closed for estate sale preparation 
 12:00 p.m. The Serendipity Shoppe open until 5 PM — Basement 
 7:00 p.m. Explore Buffalo Speaker Series — Sanctuary 
 
Friday, February 22  Chapel closed for estate sale preparation 
 12:00 p.m. The Serendipity Shoppe open until 6 PM — Basement 
 
Saturday, February 23 
 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Estate sale — Chapel 
 12:00 p.m. The Serendipity Shoppe open until 5 PM — Basement 
 6:00 - 10:00 p.m. Parking lot in use for Kleinhans event 
 
Sunday, February 24   
 11:00 a.m. Worship, Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 11:15 a.m. Sunday school — Classrooms 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time — Narthex 
 12:15 p.m. CE Adult Forum — Houghton Library 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

BOARD OF DEACONS  
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Gifty Koramoah (2) 
June McGrath (1) 

Denis Wettlaufer (1) 
 

Class of 2020 
India Asplundh (1) 
Barry Farmer (1) 

Madeline Mason-Brandon (2) 
Suzanne Pilon (1) 

Lou Ann Luther Riegle (2) 
 

Class of 2021 
Mary Field (2) 
Jim McKeel (1) 
Sheila Miller (2) 

Shannon Rogers (1) 
 
 
 

SESSION 
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Mark Armesto (1) 
Don Houck (1) 
Liz Kamke (1) 

Maria Oakley (2) 
 

Class of 2020 
Lucas Lloyd (2) 

Janet Hill (1) Clerk 
Henry Porter (2) 
Sue Snyder (2) 

 
Class of 2021 
John Darby (2)  
Jose Gomez (1) 
Jean Hess (1) 
Tina Osei (1) 

 
Officers of the Corporation 

Michael Henry, President 
Rebecca Whipple, Vice President 

Mark Armesto, Treasurer 
Janet Hill, Secretary 

FIRST CHURCH STAFF LIST 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes, Pastor 
 RevKen@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 13 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D.,  
 Parish Associate for Community Outreach 
 johnrlong17@verizon.net 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 17 

Christina Banas, Business Manager 
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 11 
 

Rama Salim, Security & Maintenance Coordinator
 RSalim@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 12 
 

 

Church Office Voicemail extension 10 
 email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 



 

8 


