
  

 

First Presbyterian Church 
(716) 884-7250  ▪  Fax: (716) 884-7253 

email@firstchurchbuffalo.org  ▪  www.firstchurchbuffalo.org 

Facebook.com/1stChurchBuffalo  ▪  Twitter @1stChurchBflo 
 

The mission of historic First Church is to bring diverse people of 

metropolitan Buffalo together to follow Jesus Christ through worshiping 

God, fostering spiritual growth, and serving the community. 

Baptism of the Lord 

January13, 2019 
 

Wherever ◊ appears, you are asked to stand if you are able to do so. 

Text in bold print indicates congregational responses. 
 

Prelude  
 

Welcome and News of the Community 
 

Introit   The Spirit of the Lord filleth the world. O come, O come let us adore him. Alleluia. 
 

◊Call to Worship 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God;  

The holy habitation of the Most High.  

The Lord pours forth rivers from bare mountains, and fountains in valleys’ depths.  

God opens rocks, and water gushes out.  

On dry thirsty land God springs forth streams in the desert.  

Come, let us worship the Lord! 
 

◊Hymn 464 “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” Hymn to Joy 
 

Children’s Message  Elder Maria Oakley 
 

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray: 

Holy God, when Jesus was baptized the heavens opened, the Spirit descended, and your 

voice affirmed your love in Jesus for the healing of the human race and all creation. By 

water and word you lovingly invite us into this same life-giving mission. May the stream of 

your Spirit work in us this day to realize your vision of a world made new in Christ, in 

whose name we pray. Amen. 
 

Confession and Pardon 

God loves us and calls us each by name. Knowing we are eternally forgiven and infinitely 

loved, let us boldly confess our sins before God: 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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Let us pray: 

Holy One, in baptism you gave us the Holy Spirit to teach and guide us but we rely on 

ourselves and refuse to trust your direction. We spurn your eternal wisdom, 

preferring, instead, the luring ways of the world.  Remember the promises you made to 

us in baptism, forgive our sinful ways and heal our brokenness. Set us free from all 

that enslaves us, and raise us to new life in Jesus Christ, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: Anyone who is in Christ is of the New Creation. The old life is 

finished, gone. Behold, new life has begun. Brothers and sisters, believe the good news: in 

Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 

◊Canticle  “Glory to the Father” Richard Wetzel 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

as in the beginning, so now, and forever. Amen. 
 

◊Passing the Peace of Christ 

In Jesus Christ we know God's forgiveness and peace! Let us share that peace with one 

another. The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 43:1-7  OT page 672 
 

Anthem The Baptism of Christ Michael Bedfor 
Jesus autem hodie regressus est a Jordane (Today, Jesus returned to the Jordan). When Jesus Christ 

baptized was, the Holy Ghost descended with grace; the Father’s voice was heard in this place: Hic 

est filius meus, ipsum intende (This is my Son, listen to him) There were three Persons and one Lord, 

the Son baptized with one accord, the Father said this blessed word: Hic est filius meus, ipsum 

intende. (This is my Son, listen to him) Now, Jesus, as thou art both God and man, and were baptized 

in from Jordan, at our last end we pray thee, say then: Hic est filius meuse, ipsum intende (This is 

my Son, listen to him) Jesus autem hodie regressus est a Jordane (Today, Jesus returned to the 

Jordan).                     Medieval text 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Gospel Lesson: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22  NT page 60 
 

Sermon “Fathoms Deep: The Mystery of Baptism” Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes 
 

◊Hymn 70 “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized” Caithness 
 

◊Affirmation of Faith                                    adapted from the Liturgy for Renewal of Baptism 

The Lord be with you And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts We lift them to the Lord.  

Lord and life-giving Spirit, who charged the waters with life when first the world began, 

make us dead to sin, but alive to you.  

Saving Lord, who sheltered us with Noah in the ark upon the flood, drown our sin and 

raise us to new life.  
 

Giver of freedom, who led your people out of slavery through the waters that did not 

overwhelm, make us dead to sin, but alive to you. 
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O God, our provider, who gives thirsty people water from a rock, drown our sin and 

raise us to new life.  
 

Holy Lord, who gives water to purify what is unclean, make us dead to sin, but alive to you. 

Brooding Spirit, who anointed Jesus with your power of life no death could conquer, 

drown our sin and raise us to new life.  
 

Through our baptism into Christ, we were redeemed from our slavery to the powers of sin 

and made citizens of God’s Commonwealth.  

Drench us once more in your life-giving Spirit, Almighty God, that we might be 

cleansed, sustained, and anointed with your power as we proclaim with boldness and 

live with joy the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ to whom be all honor and dominion 

and glory now and forevermore. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

Lord's Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to the Offering 

In thanksgiving for all God has done for us, let us present the offering of ourselves unto the 

Lord.  
 

Offertory Behold, I Make All Things New  Robert J. Powell 
Behold, I make all things new. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, and I will give to 

those who thirst of the water of life freely. Come, come, come, let any one who will take the gift of 

the living water. Those who overcome shall inherit all things, and I will be their God. I will be their 

God, and they will be my children. 
 

◊Doxology 591  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” Old Hundredth 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
 

◊Prayer of Dedication 
O Lord, we give you thanks with all we are for all you have done for us. Take all we are, 

Lord, and use it for your purpose. Bless the gifts we give this day that the church might 

stand as shining witnesses to your glory, planted by your living water to bring healing to all 

peoples. Use us as you will to the praise of Christ Jesus, we pray. Amen.    
 

◊Hymn: 494 “Out of Deep, Unordered Water” Rustington 
 

◊Charge & Benediction 

 

Postlude   
♦♦♦♦ 

 



 

4 

 

JOYS & CONCERNS 
 Roch Harmon at Mercy South 
 June McGrath for healing 
 Elijah, a young boy healing from an eye injury 

related to a school bullying incident 
 Dave K. with esophageal cancer 
 David B. with medical issues and hoping to avoid 

an invasive procedure 
 Susan Cummings for less pain 
 Pat Harmon 
 Alan McCausland  
 Jeff Wichtowski 
 John Burgess at HighPointe on Michigan 
 Bob Kerwin 
 Elaine Tinch 
 Ramona Brown 
 Asylum seekers at the Mexican border, 

especially those families who are separated. 
 
Household Prayer: Morning 
Loving God, we begin this new day in the sure 
knowledge that you have claimed us as your 
children. In all that we do, keep us mindful of 
actions that are pleasing in your sight. In all that we 
say, make us attentive to the witness we give to 
your love. Let our lives be an example to all whom 
we encounter, living as daughters and sons of God 
who follow in the path of Jesus, our Lord and our 
brother. Amen. 
 
Household Prayer: Evening 
As evening comes and we end the labors of this 
day, we thank you, Lord Jesus, that you have been 
our companion. If we have disregarded your 
fellowship, forgive us. Where we have strayed from 
your path, correct us. Let us rest this evening as 
children of God, sheltered in the love of those who 
belong to your holy family of grace. Amen. 

Today’s liturgist is Nikia Jenkins. 
 

NAMING THE OLD LIBRARY 
The renovations on the old historic library located 
on the Wadsworth St. side of the building are 
almost complete. Reclaiming this space creates a 
multi-use area for meetings, small group 
gatherings, and meditation. Have a suggestion for 
naming the room? Submit your ideas in the 
basket on the information table in the Narthex. 

 
2019 CHURCH DIRECTORY 

An updated church directory will be printed at the 
end of January. If you have changes to your 
contact information, please complete a Contact 
Information Form available on the information 
table in the Narthex and return it in the offering 
plate or in the Church Office. 

 
HELP FEED THE HUNGRY 

Join us on Wednesday, January 30 at 4:30 PM to 
serve meals to the hungry at Friends of Night 
People (corner of Wadsworth and Hudson). Wear 
First Church gear if you have it!  

 
PUBLICATION DEADLINES 

The 2018 Annual Report and Winter Newsletter 
deadlines are Monday, January 14. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019 
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Church Calendar for the Week 

Sunday, January 13   
 11:00 a.m. Worship, Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 11:15 a.m. Sunday school — Classrooms 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time — Narthex 
 
Monday, January 14  2018 Annual Report and Winter Newsletter Deadlines 
 6:30 p.m. Friends of Harmony board meeting — Chapel 
 
Tuesday, January 15   
 12:30 p.m. Food Bag Assistance — Historical Hall 
 2:00 p.m. Membership Committee meeting — Pastor’s Study 
 7:30 p.m. Friends of Harmony rehearsal — Sanctuary 
   
Wednesday, January 16 
 10:00 a.m. Staff meeting — Pastor’s Study 
 12:00 p.m. The Serendipity Shoppe open until 5 PM — Basement 
 4:30 p.m. Literacy tutoring — Chapel 
 7:00 p.m. Session meeting — Pastor’s Study 
 
Thursday, January 17 
 12:00 p.m. The Serendipity Shoppe open until 5 PM — Basement 
 
Friday, January 18 
 12:00 p.m. The Serendipity Shoppe open until 6 PM — Basement 
 
Saturday, January 19 
 12:00 p.m. The Serendipity Shoppe open until 5 PM — Basement 
 
Sunday, January 20   
 11:00 a.m. Worship & Baptism of Ida Rae Gaerte,   
  Rev. Dr. Ken Hughes preaching — Sanctuary 
 11:15 a.m. Sunday school — Classrooms 
 12:00 p.m. Fellowship time — Narthex 
 
The church will be closed Monday, January 21 in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. (Staff holiday) 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OFFICERS 

BOARD OF DEACONS  
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Gifty Koramoah (2) 
June McGrath (1) 

Denis Wettlaufer (1) 
 

Class of 2020 
India Asplundh (1) 
Barry Farmer (1) 

Madeline Mason-Brandon (2) 
Suzanne Pilon (1) 

Lou Ann Luther Riegle (2) 
 

Class of 2021 
Mary Field (2) 
Jim McKeel (1) 
Sheila Miller (2) 

Shannon Rogers (1) 
 
 
 

SESSION 
BY CLASS AND TERM 

 
Class of 2019 

Mark Armesto (1) 
Don Houck (1) 
Liz Kamke (1) 

Maria Oakley (2) 
 

Class of 2020 
Lucas Lloyd (2) 

Janet Hill (1) Clerk 
Henry Porter (2) 
Sue Snyder (2) 

 
Class of 2021 
John Darby (2)  
Jose Gomez (1) 
Jean Hess (1) 
Tina Osei (1) 

 
Officers of the Corporation 

Michael Henry, President 
Rebecca Whipple, Vice President 

Mark Armesto, Treasurer 
Janet Hill, Secretary 

FIRST CHURCH STAFF LIST 

Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. Hughes, Pastor 
 RevKen@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 13 
 

The Reverend John Long, D.D.,  
 Parish Associate for Community Outreach 
 johnrlong17@verizon.net 
 

Dr. David Bond, Organist/Choirmaster, Bookkeeper 
 DBond@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 17 

Christina Banas, Business Manager 
 CBanas@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 11 
 

Rama Salim, Security & Maintenance Coordinator
 RSalim@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
 Voicemail extension 12 
 

 

Church Office Voicemail extension 10 
 email@firstchurchbuffalo.org 
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